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DOGMATIC CONSTITUTION ON THE CHURCH

LUMEN GENTIUM
SOLEMNLY PROMULGATED BY HIS HOLINESS
POPE PAUL VI
ON NOVEMBER 21, 1964

CHAPTERI
THE MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH

1. Christ is the Light of nations. Because thisasthis Sacred Synod gathered together in the
Holy Spirit eagerly desires, by proclaiming the @eldo every creature,(1) to bring the light

of Christ to all men, a light brightly visible ohé countenance of the Church. Since the
Church is in Christ like a sacrament or as a sighiastrument both of a very closely knit
union with God and of the unity of the whole hunnace, it desires now to unfold more fully
to the faithful of the Church and to the whole wiats own inner nature and universal
mission. This it intends to do following faithfulthe teaching of previous councils. The
present-day conditions of the world add greateenicy to this work of the Church so that all
men, joined more closely today by various soceihhical and cultural ties, might also attain
fuller unity in Christ.

2. The eternal Father, by a free and hidden plati®bwn wisdom and goodness, created the
whole world. His plan was to raise men to a pgsaition of the divine life. Fallen in Adam,
God the Father did not leave men to themselves;dnagelessly offered helps to salvation, in
view of Christ, the Redeemer "who is the imagehefitvisible God, the firstborn of every
creature”.(2) All the elect, before time began, Fa¢her "foreknew and pre- destined to
become conformed to the image of His Son, thahbeld be the firstborn among many
brethren".(3) He planned to assemble in the holyr€nall those who would believe in

Christ. Already from the beginning of the world fleeeshadowing of the Church took place. It
was prepared in a remarkable way throughout theryisf the people of Israel and by means
of the Old Covenant.(1*) In the present era of time Church was constituted and, by the
outpouring of the Spirit, was made manifest. Atehe of time it will gloriously achieve
completion, when, as is read in the Fathers, aljubkt, from Adam and "from Abel, the just
one, to the last of the elect,"(2*) will be gathetegether with the Father in the universal
Church.

3. The Son, therefore, came, sent by the Fatheradtin Him, before the foundation of the
world, that the Father chose us and predestin¢d lbscome adopted sons, for in Him it
pleased the Father to re-establish all things.(¢4garry out the will of the Father, Christ
inaugurated the Kingdom of heaven on earth ancateddo us the mystery of that kingdom.
By His obedience He brought about redemption. Ther€h, or, in other words, the kingdom
of Christ now present in mystery, grows visiblyahgh the power of God in the world. This
inauguration and this growth are both symbolizedheyblood and water which flowed from
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the open side of a crucified Jesus,(5) and aredioke the words of the Lord referring to His
death on the Cross: "And |, if | be lifted up frahe earth, will draw all things to myself".(6)

As often as the sacrifice of the cross in whichig§hour Passover was sacrificed, is celebrated
on the altar, the work of our redemption is cared and, in the sacrament of the eucharistic
bread, the unity of all believers who form one badZhrist (8) is both expressed and brought
about. All men are called to this union with Chrisho is the light of the world, from whom

we go forth, through whom we live, and toward whoun whole life strains.

4. When the work which the Father gave the Sorotordearth (9) was accomplished, the
Holy Spirit was sent on the day of Pentecost ireptdat He might continually sanctify the
Church, and thus, all those who believe would feoeess through Christ in one Spirit to the
Father.(10) He is the Spirit of Life, a fountainvedter springing up to life eternal.(11) To
men, dead in sin, the Father gives life through Hintil, in Christ, He brings to life their
mortal bodies.(12) The Spirit dwells in the Chuatd in the hearts of the faithful, as in a
temple.(13) In them He prays on their behalf araldavitness to the fact that they are adopted
sons.(14) The Church, which the Spirit guides ity wiall truth(15) and which He unified in
communion and in works of ministry, He both equapsl directs with hierarchical and
charismatic gifts and adorns with His fruits.(16) tBe power of the Gospel He makes the
Church keep the freshness of youth. Uninterruptei@yenews it and leads it to perfect union
with its Spouse. (3*) The Spirit and the Bride bs#ly to Jesus, the Lord, "Come!"(17)

Thus, the Church has been seen as "a people madeithrthe unity of the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit."(4*)

5. The mystery of the holy Church is manifest snviéry foundation. The Lord Jesus set it on
its course by preaching the Good News, that is¢ctiming of the Kingdom of God, which, for
centuries, had been promised in the Scripturese firhe is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
is at hand"(18). In the word, in the works, andhe presence of Christ, this kingdom was
clearly open to the view of men. The Word of thed_s compared to a seed which is sown in
a field;(19) those who hear the Word with faith dr@tome part of the little flock of
Christ,(20) have received the Kingdom itself. Theyjts own power the seed sprouts and
grows until harvest time.(21) The Miracles of Jesls® confirm that the Kingdom has already
arrived on earth: "If | cast out devils by the fangf God, then the kingdom of God has come
upon you".(22) Before all things, however, the Kdog is clearly visible in the very Person of
Christ, the Son of God and the Son of Man, who cdmseerve and to give His life as a
ransom for many:"(23)

When Jesus, who had suffered the death of the twpssankind, had risen, He appeared as
the one constituted as Lord, Christ and eternasi(R4) and He poured out on His disciples
the Spirit promised by the Father.(25) From thigree the Church, equipped with the gifts of
its Founder and faithfully guarding His precept<loérity, humility and self-sacrifice, receives
the mission to proclaim and to spread among alplesathe Kingdom of Christ and of God
and to be, on earth, the initial budding forthlwdttkingdom. While it slowly grows, the
Church strains toward the completed Kingdom anth i its strength, hopes and desires to
be united in glory with its King.

6. In the old Testament the revelation of the Kimmds often conveyed by means of
metaphors. In the same way the inner nature o€thech is now made known to us in
different images taken either from tending sheeguttivating the land, from building or even
from family life and betrothals, the images recgiveparatory shaping in the books of the
Prophets.
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The Church is a sheepfold whose one and indispendabr is Christ.(26) It is a flock of
which God Himself foretold He would be the sheph@d and whose sheep, although ruled
by human shepherds; are nevertheless continuaaigrid nourished by Christ Himself, the
Good Shepherd and the Prince of the shepherdsyW#8pave His life for the sheep.(29)

The Church is a piece of land to be cultivated tilfege of God.(30) On that land the ancient
olive tree grows whose holy roots were the Propaetsin which the reconciliation of Jews
and Gentiles has been brought about and will bedtroabout.(31) That land, like a choice
vineyard, has been planted by the heavenly Husband8?) The true vine is Christ who
gives life and the power to bear abundant fruthebranches, that is, to us, who through the
Church remain in Christ without whom we can do magh(33)

Often the Church has also been called the buildfrgod.(34) The Lord Himself compared
Himself to the stone which the builders rejectad,which was made into the cornerstone.(35)
On this foundation the Church is built by the af@s5(36) and from it the Church receives
durability and consolidation. This edifice has maaynes to describe it: the house of God (37)
in which dwells His family; the household of Godtire Spirit;(38) the dwelling place of God
among men;(39) and, especially, the holy templés Temple, symbolized in places of
worship built out of stone, is praised by the HBsthers and, not without reason, is compared
in the liturgy to the Holy City, the New Jerusalé€s). As living stones we here on earth are
built into it.(40) John contemplates this holy aityming down from heaven at the renewal of
the world as a bride made ready and adorned foningvand.(41)

The Church, further, "that Jerusalem which is abavalso called "our mother".(42) It is
described as the spotless spouse of the spotless,(48) whom Christ "loved and for whom
He delivered Himself up that He might sanctify h#) whom He unites to Himself by an
unbreakable covenant, and whom He unceasingly Istees and cherishes",(45) and whom,
once purified, He willed to be cleansed and joiteeHlimself, subject to Him in love and
fidelity,(46) and whom, finally, He filled with heanly gifts for all eternity, in order that we
may know the love of God and of Christ for us,eelavhich surpasses all knowledge.(47) The
Church, while on earth it journeys in a foreigndaaway from the Lord,(48) is life an exile. It
seeks and experiences those things which are abvbeee Christ is seated at the right-hand of
God, where the life of the Church is hidden withri€hin God until it appears in glory with its
Spouse.(49)

7. In the human nature united to Himself the SoGodfl, by overcoming death through His
own death and resurrection, redeemed man and r@echdim into a new creation.(50) By
communicating His Spirit, Christ made His brothew|ed together from all nations,
mystically the components of His own Body.

In that Body the life of Christ is poured into thelievers who, through the sacraments, are
united in a hidden and real way to Christ who geffeand was glorified.(6*) Through

Baptism we are formed in the likeness of Christr'ia one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body"(51). In this sacred rite a oneness withiSEs death and resurrection is both
symbolized and brought about: "For we were buri@ti Wim by means of Baptism into

death”; and if "we have been united with Him in likeness of His death, we shall be so in the
likeness of His resurrection also"(52) Really partg of the body of the Lord in the breaking
of the Eucharistic bread, we are taken up into camion with Him and with one another.
"Because the bread is one, we though many, arbaahe all of us who partake of the one
bread".(53) In this way all of us are made membeéigis Body,(54) "but severally members
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one of another".(55)

As all the members of the human body, though theyraany, form one body, so also are the
faithful in Christ.(56) Also, in the building up @hrist's Body various members and functions
have their part to play. There is only one Spitiiowaccording to His own richness and the
needs of the ministries, gives His different gitisthe welfare of the Church.(57) What has a
special place among these gifts is the grace afplostles to whose authority the Spirit
Himself subjected even those who were endowed atiglisms.(58) Giving the body unity
through Himself and through His power and innenijag of the members, this same Spirit
produces and urges love among the believers. Flidimsait follows that if one member
endures anything, all the members co-endure itjfamte member is honored, all the
members together rejoice.(59)

The Head of this Body is Christ. He is the imagéhefinvisible God and in Him all things
came into being. He is before all creatures ardim all things hold together. He is the head
of the Body which is the Church. He is the begignihe firstborn from the dead, that in all
things He might have the first place.(60) By theagness of His power He rules the things in
heaven and the things on earth, and with His appassing perfection and way of acting He
fills the whole body with the riches of His glory

All the members ought to be molded in the likeraddim, until Christ be formed in
them.(62) For this reason we, who have been madertimrm with Him, who have died with
Him and risen with Him, are taken up into the mygisteof His life, until we will reign
together with Him.(63) On earth, still as pilgrimsa strange land, tracing in trial and in
oppression the paths He trod, we are made oneHistsufferings like the body is one with
the Head, suffering with Him, that with Him we miag glorified.(64)

From Him "the whole body, supplied and built upjbyts and ligaments, attains a growth
that is of God".(65) He continually distributesHiis body, that is, in the Church, gifts of
ministries in which, by His own power, we serveteather unto salvation so that, carrying out
the truth in love, we might through all things gramto Him who is our Head.(66)

In order that we might be unceasingly renewed m k67) He has shared with us His Spirit
who, existing as one and the same being in the deddn the members, gives life to, unifies
and moves through the whole body. This He doesch s way that His work could be
compared by the holy Fathers with the function \Wtitee principle of life, that is, the soul,
fulfills in the human body.(8*)

Christ loves the Church as His bride, having bectimaenodel of a man loving his wife as his
body;(68) the Church, indeed, is subject to itsdiE®) "Because in Him dwells all the
fullness of the Godhead bodily",(70) He fills thbugch, which is His body and His fullness,
with His divine gifts (71) so that it may expanddaeach all the fullness of God.(72)

8. Christ, the one Mediator, established and caatly sustains here on earth His holy
Church, the community of faith, hope and charisyaa entity with visible delineation (9%)
through which He communicated truth and graceltdait, the society structured with
hierarchical organs and the Mystical Body of Chiase not to be considered as two realities,
nor are the visible assembly and the spiritual camity, nor the earthly Church and the
Church enriched with heavenly things; rather theynfone complex reality which coalesces
from a divine and a human element.(10*) For tha&som, by no weak analogy, it is compared
to the mystery of the incarnate Word. As the assunature inseparably united to Him, serves
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the divine Word as a living organ of salvation, isca similar way, does the visible social
structure of the Church serve the Spirit of Chmgtp vivifies it, in the building up of the
body.(73) (11%)

This is the one Church of Christ which in the Creeprofessed as one, holy, catholic and
apostolic, (12*) which our Saviour, after His Resgtion, commissioned Peter to
shepherd,(74) and him and the other apostles eméxnd direct with authority,(75) which He
erected for all ages as "the pillar and mainstayeftruth".(76) This Church constituted and
organized in the world as a society, subsistsenGhtholic Church, which is governed by the
successor of Peter and by the Bishops in commumittnhim,(13*) although many elements
of sanctification and of truth are found outsidatsivisible structure. These elements, as gifts
belonging to the Church of Christ, are forces iripgltoward catholic unity.

Just as Christ carried out the work of redemptiopaverty and persecution, so the Church is
called to follow the same route that it might conmigate the fruits of salvation to men. Christ
Jesus, "though He was by nature God . . . emptistélf, taking the nature of a slave",(77)
and "being rich, became poor"(78) for our sakesisTkhe Church, although it needs human
resources to carry out its mission, is not setougeek earthly glory, but to proclaim, even by
its own example, humility and selfsacrifice. Chr&ts sent by the Father "to bring good news
to the poor, to heal the contrite of heart",(79) Seek and to save what was lost".(80)
Similarly, the Church encompasses with love all \ah® afflicted with human suffering and in
the poor and afflicted sees the image of its padrsuffering Founder. It does all it can to
relieve their need and in them it strives to s&Wweist. While Christ, holy, innocent and
undefiled(81) knew nothing of sin,(82) but camexpiate only the sins of the people,(83) the
Church, embracing in its bosom sinners, at the sameeholy and always in need of being
purified, always follows the way of penance ancereal. The Church, "like a stranger in a
foreign land, presses forward amid the persecutibtise world and the consolations of
God"(14*), announcing the cross and death of thel lmtil He comes."(84) By the power of
the risen Lord it is given strength that it mightpatience and in love, overcome its sorrows
and its challenges, both within itself and fromheiit, and that it might reveal to the world,
faithfully though darkly, the mystery of its Lorahtil, in the end, it will be manifested in full
light.

CHAPTERII
ON THE PEOPLE OF GOD

9. At all times and in every race God has givercawele to whosoever fears Him and does
what is right.(85) God, however, does not make hra@y and save them merely as
individuals, without bond or link between one amrttRather has it pleased Him to bring men
together as one people, a people which acknowlddgpesn truth and serves Him in holiness.
He therefore chose the race of Israel as a peaopteHimself. With it He set up a covenant.
Step by step He taught and prepared this peopldnm&nown in its history both Himself and
the decree of His will and making it holy unto Higlifs All these things, however, were done
by way of preparation and as a figure of that nad perfect covenant, which was to be
ratified in Christ, and of that fuller revelatiorhigh was to be given through the Word of God
Himself made flesh. "Behold the days shall coméhdhie Lord, and | will make a new
covenant with the House of Israel, and with thesaoof Judah . . . | will give my law in their
bowels, and I will write it in their heart, and llilbe their God, and they shall be my people . .
. For all of them shall know Me, from the leastloém even to the greatest, saith the Lord.(86)
Christ instituted this new covenant, the new testatirthat is to say, in His Blood,(87) calling
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together a people made up of Jew and gentile, gakem one, not according to the flesh but
in the Spirit. This was to be the new People of Ga those who believe in Christ, who are
reborn not from a perishable but from an imperighaked through the word of the living
God,(88) not from the flesh but from water and lHady Spirit,(89) are finally established as
"a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nadgryrchased people . . . who in times past
were not a people, but are now the people of Gad)'.(

That messianic people has Christ for its head, "Was delivered up for our sins, and rose
again for our justification”,(91) and now, havingmva name which is above all names, reigns
in glory in heaven. The state of this people i tidhe dignity and freedom of the sons of
God, in whose hearts the Holy Spirit dwells as ia tdmple. Its law is the new commandment
to love as Christ loved us.(92) Its end is the "y of God, which has been begun by God
Himself on earth, and which is to be further exehdntil it is brought to perfection by Him

at the end of time, when Christ, our life,(93) $laglpear, and "creation itself will be delivered
from its slavery to corruption into the freedontloé glory of the sons of God".(94) So it is
that that messianic people, although it does niia#lg include all men, and at times may look
like a small flock, is nonetheless a lasting ane seed of unity, hope and salvation for the
whole human race. Established by Christ as a coronuwof life, charity and truth, it is also
used by Him as an instrument for the redempticallpfind is sent forth into the whole world
as the light of the world and the salt of the e&®&)

Israel according to the flesh, which wandered asxde in the desert, was already called the
Church of God.(96) So likewise the new Israel whidiile living in this present age goes in
search of a future and abiding city (97) is catleel Church of Christ.(98) For He has bought it
for Himself with His blood,(99) has filled it witHis Spirit and provided it with those means
which befit it as a visible and social union. Gadlgered together as one all those who in faith
look upon Jesus as the author of salvation anddhece of unity and peace, and established
them as the Church that for each and all it mathberisible sacrament of this saving unity.
(1*) While it transcends all limits of time and dores of race, the Church is destined to
extend to all regions of the earth and so entéostire history of mankind. Moving forward
through trial and tribulation, the Church is strigvemed by the power of God's grace, which
was promised to her by the Lord, so that in thekuesas of the flesh she may not waver from
perfect fidelity, but remain a bride worthy of heard, and moved by the Holy Spirit may
never cease to renew herself, until through thes€she arrives at the light which knows no
setting.

10. Christ the Lord, High Priest taken from amorgngil00) made the new people "a
kingdom and priests to God the Father".(101) Thetibed, by regeneration and the anointing
of the Holy Spirit, are consecrated as a spirihmlse and a holy priesthood, in order that
through all those works which are those of the §ltain man they may offer spiritual sacrifices
and proclaim the power of Him who has called thernad darkness into His marvelous
light.(102) Therefore all the disciples of Chrisgrsevering in prayer and praising God,(103)
should present themselves as a living sacrificly, dwad pleasing to God.(104) Everywhere on
earth they must bear witness to Christ and givarewer to those who seek an account of that
hope of eternal life which is in them.(105)

Though they differ from one another in essencerartabnly in degree, the common

priesthood of the faithful and the ministerial egrarchical priesthood are nonetheless
interrelated: each of them in its own special wag participation in the one priesthood of
Christ.(2*) The ministerial priest, by the sacrexver he enjoys, teaches and rules the priestly
people; acting in the person of Christ, he makesenmt the Eucharistic sacrifice, and offers it
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to God in the name of all the people. But the faithn virtue of their royal priesthood, join in
the offering of the Eucharist.(3*) They likewiseeggise that priesthood in receiving the
sacraments, in prayer and thanksgiving, in theasrof a holy life, and by self-denial and
active charity.

11. Itis through the sacraments and the exerdigeeovirtues that the sacred nature and
organic structure of the priestly community is lgbtiinto operation. Incorporated in the
Church through baptism, the faithful are destingdhe baptismal character for the worship of
the Christian religion; reborn as sons of God timexst confess before men the faith which
they have received from God through the Church. (filiey are more perfectly bound to the
Church by the sacrament of Confirmation, and thy/ [3pirit endows them with special
strength so that they are more strictly obligeddmead and defend the faith, both by word and
by deed, as true witnesses of Christ (5*). Takiag m the Eucharistic sacrifice, which is the
fount and apex of the whole Christian life, thefeothe Divine Victim to God, and offer
themselves along with It.(6*) Thus both by reasbthe offering and through Holy
Communion all take part in this liturgical servio®t indeed, all in the same way but each in
that way which is proper to himself. Strengthene#ioly Communion by the Body of Christ,
they then manifest in a concrete way that unitthefpeople of God which is suitably signified
and wondrously brought about by this most augustsaent.

Those who approach the sacrament of Penance qatadon from the mercy of God for the
offence committed against Him and are at the sameeconciled with the Church, which
they have wounded by their sins, and which by thagkample, and prayer seeks their
conversion. By the sacred anointing of the sick thedorayer of her priests the whole Church
commends the sick to the suffering and glorifiedd,@sking that He may lighten their
suffering and save them;(106) she exhorts themeawar, to contribute to the welfare of the
whole people of God by associating themselvesye#h the passion and death of
Christ.(107) Those of the faithful who are constdy Holy Orders are appointed to feed
the Church in Christ's name with the word and tlaeg of God. Finally, Christian spouses, in
virtue of the sacrament of Matrimony, whereby tegnify and partake of the mystery of that
unity and fruitful love which exists between Chiastd His Church,(108) help each other to
attain to holiness in their married life and in tlearing and education of their children. By
reason of their state and rank in life they hawrtbwn special gift among the people of
God.(109) (7*) From the wedlock of Christians theoenes the family, in which new citizens
of human society are born, who by the grace oHbly Spirit received in baptism are made
children of God, thus perpetuating the people afl @wough the centuries. The family is, so
to speak, the domestic church. In it parents shduyldheir word and example, be the first
preachers of the faith to their children; they dd@ncourage them in the vocation which is
proper to each of them, fostering with special sareation to a sacred state.

Fortified by so many and such powerful means ofaain, all the faithful, whatever their
condition or state, are called by the Lord, eachisnown way, to that perfect holiness whereby
the Father Himself is perfect.

12. The holy people of God shares also in Chipstphetic office; it spreads abroad a living
witness to Him, especially by means of a life afifand charity and by offering to God a
sacrifice of praise, the tribute of lips which geise to His name.(110) The entire body of
the faithful, anointed as they are by the Holy QtiEl) cannot err in matters of belief. They
manifest this special property by means of the @ipaloples’ supernatural discernment in
matters of faith when "from the Bishops down to It of the lay faithful” (8*) they show
universal agreement in matters of faith and moftat discernment in matters of faith is
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aroused and sustained by the Spirit of truth. éxercised under the guidance of the sacred
teaching authority, in faithful and respectful oleete to which the people of God accepts that
which is not just the word of men but truly the warf God.(112) Through it, the people of
God adheres unwaveringly to the faith given onakfanall to the saints,(113) penetrates it
more deeply with right thinking, and applies it mdully in its life.

It is not only through the sacraments and the rries of the Church that the Holy Spirit
sanctifies and leads the people of God and enritheth virtues, but, "allotting his gifts to
everyone according as He wills,(114) He distribi@scial graces among the faithful of every
rank. By these gifts He makes them fit and readynidertake the various tasks and offices
which contribute toward the renewal and buildingofiphe Church, according to the words of
the Apostle: "The manifestation of the Spirit isey to everyone for profit".(115) These
charisms, whether they be the more outstandinigeomore simple and widely diffused, are to
be received with thanksgiving and consolation faytare perfectly suited to and useful for
the needs of the Church. Extraordinary gifts arfetmde sought after, nor are the fruits of
apostolic labor to be presumptuously expected filwgir use; but judgment as to their
genuinity and proper use belongs to those who@eiated leaders in the Church, to whose
special competence it belongs, not indeed to extsfigthe Spirit, but to test all things and
hold fast to that which is good.(116)

13. All men are called to belong to the new peapl&od. Wherefore this people, while
remaining one and only one, is to be spread throutgihe whole world and must exist in all
ages, so that the decree of God's will may bellfdfi In the beginning God made human
nature one and decreed that all His children, exadtas they were, would finally be gathered
together as one. (117) It was for this purpose @t sent His Son, whom He appointed heir
of all things,(118) that be might be teacher, kangl priest of all, the head of the new and
universal people of the sons of God. For this tod Gent the Spirit of His Son as Lord and
Life- giver. He it is who brings together the wh@aurch and each and every one of those
who believe, and who is the well-spring of theiituim the teaching of the apostles and in
fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in pray@rk9)

It follows that though there are many nations thefgut one people of God, which takes its
citizens from every race, making them citizens kirgdom which is of a heavenly rather than
of an earthly nature. All the faithful, scatterédugh they be throughout the world, are in
communion with each other in the Holy Spirit, and lse who dwells in Rome knows that the
people of India arc his members"(9%). Since thegkiom of Christ is not of this world(120)

the Church or people of God in establishing thagéom takes nothing away from the
temporal welfare of any people. On the contrafgsters and takes to itself, insofar as they are
good, the ability, riches and customs in whichdbaius of each people expresses itself.
Taking them to itself it purifies, strengthens valies and ennobles them. The Church in this is
mindful that she must bring together the natiomgHat king to whom they were given as an
inheritance,(121) and to whose city they bringsgéihd offerings.(122) This characteristic of
universality which adorns the people of God isfafghm the Lord Himself. By reason of it,

the Catholic Church strives constantly and with dfiect to bring all humanity and all its
possessions back to its source In Christ, with Eenits head and united in His Spirit. (10%)

In virtue of this catholicity each individual pantributes through its special gifts to the good
of the other parts and of the whole Church. Thratinghcommon sharing of gifts and through
the common effort to attain fullness in unity, thieole and each of the parts receive increase.
Not only, then, is the people of God made up dedént peoples but in its inner structure also
it is composed of various ranks. This diversity agnds members arises either by reason of
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their duties, as is the case with those who exetbis sacred ministry for the good of their
brethren, or by reason of their condition and stéide, as is the case with those many who
enter the religious state and, tending toward leskrby a narrower path, stimulate their
brethren by their example. Moreover, within the @huparticular Churches hold a rightful
place; these Churches retain their own traditiaiiout in any way opposing the primacy of
the Chair of Peter, which presides over the whesembly of charity (11*) and protects
legitimate differences, while at the same time asguthat such differences do not hinder
unity but rather contribute toward it. Betweenth# parts of the Church there remains a bond
of close communion whereby they share spiritudda®; apostolic workers and temporal
resources. For the members of the people of Godadliex] to share these goods in common,
and of each of the Churches the words of the Apdgild good: "According to the gift that
each has received, administer it to one anothgoad stewards of the manifold grace of
God".(123)

All men are called to be part of this catholic yraf the people of God which in promoting
universal peace presages it. And there belong #émeorelated to it in various ways, the
Catholic faithful, all who believe in Christ, anadieed the whole of mankind, for all men are
called by the grace of God to salvation.

14. This Sacred Council wishes to turn its attenficstly to the Catholic faithful. Basing itself
upon Sacred Scripture and Tradition, it teachesstbi@Church, now sojourning on earth as an
exile, is necessary for salvation. Christ, presenis in His Body, which is the Church, is the
one Mediator and the unique way of salvation. Ipliek terms He Himself affirmed the
necessity of faith and baptism(124) and therehkynaéfd also the necessity of the Church, for
through baptism as through a door men enter thedBhWhosoever, therefore, knowing that
the Catholic Church was made necessary by Chratldwefuse to enter or to remain in it,
could not be saved.

They are fully incorporated in the society of theu@h who, possessing the Spirit of Christ
accept her entire system and all the means oftsatvgiven to her, and are united with her as
part of her visible bodily structure and through Wwéh Christ, who rules her through the
Supreme Pontiff and the bishops. The bonds whietl bien to the Church in a visible way
are profession of faith, the sacraments, and deslesal government and communion. He is
not saved, however, who, though part of the bodhefChurch, does not persevere in charity.
He remains indeed in the bosom of the Church,dsuit were, only in a "bodily" manner and
not "in his heart."(12*) All the Church's childrehould remember that their exalted status is
to be attributed not to their own merits but to sipecial grace of Christ. If they fail moreover
to respond to that grace in thought, word and deetonly shall they not be saved but they
will be the more severely judged.(13*)

Catechumens who, moved by the Holy Spirit, seek @xplicit intention to be incorporated
into the Church are by that very intention joinethviner. With love and solicitude Mother
Church already embraces them as her own.

15. The Church recognizes that in many ways shiekied with those who, being baptized, are
honored with the name of Christian, though theydbprofess the faith in its entirety or do
not preserve unity of communion with the succes$éteter. (14*) For there are many who
honor Sacred Scripture, taking it as a norm ofdband a pattern of life, and who show a
sincere zeal. They lovingly believe in God the Eathimighty and in Christ, the Son of God
and Saviour. (15*) They are consecrated by bapiisnwhich they are united with Christ.
They also recognize and accept other sacramertigwiiteir own Churches or ecclesiastical
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communities. Many of them rejoice in the episcopet¢debrate the Holy Eucharist and

cultivate devotion toward the Virgin Mother of G@tb*) They also share with us in prayer

and other spiritual benefits. Likewise we can $&t th some real way they are joined with us
in the Holy Spirit, for to them too He gives Hidtgiand graces whereby He is operative
among them with His sanctifying power. Some inddechas strengthened to the extent of the
shedding of their blood. In all of Christ's dis@gplthe Spirit arouses the desire to be peacefully
united, in the manner determined by Christ, asfloe& under one shepherd, and He prompts
them to pursue this end. (17*) Mother Church neeases to pray, hope and work that this
may come about. She exhorts her children to patibo and renewal so that the sign of Christ
may shine more brightly over the face of the earth.

16. Finally, those who have not yet received thegebare related in various ways to the
people of God.(18*) In the first place we must tettee people to whom the testament and the
promises were given and from whom Christ was boooiling to the flesh.(125) On account
of their fathers this people remains most deardd,@r God does not repent of the gifts He
makes nor of the calls He issues.(126); But the pfasalvation also includes those who
acknowledge the Creator. In the first place amotigse there are the Mohamedans, who,
professing to hold the faith of Abraham, along withadore the one and merciful God, who
on the last day will judge mankind. Nor is God dgtant from those who in shadows and
images seek the unknown God, for it is He who gteesll men life and breath and all
things,(127) and as Saviour wills that all men &eesl.(128) Those also can attain to salvation
who through no fault of their own do not know thepel of Christ or His Church, yet
sincerely seek God and moved by grace strive by deeds to do His will as it is known to
them through the dictates of conscience.(19*) NmsdDivine Providence deny the helps
necessary for salvation to those who, without blaméheir part, have not yet arrived at an
explicit knowledge of God and with His grace strigdive a good life. Whatever good or
truth is found amongst them is looked upon by tharCh as a preparation for the
Gospel.(20*) She knows that it is given by Him wérdightens all men so that they may
finally have life. But often men, deceived by thélEDne, have become vain in their
reasonings and have exchanged the truth of Gaal lier serving the creature rather than the
Creator.(129) Or some there are who, living anaiglyn this world without God, are exposed
to final despair. Wherefore to promote the gloryzafd and procure the salvation of all of
these, and mindful of the command of the Lord, &ehethe Gospel to every creature”,(130)
the Church fosters the missions with care and tdien

17. As the Son was sent by the Father,(131) smbisdnt the Apostles, saying: "Go,
therefore, make disciples of all nations, baptizimgm in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obseal things whatsoever | have commanded
you. And behold | am with you all days even to tbesummation of the world".(132) The
Church has received this solemn mandate of Clarigtdclaim the saving truth from the
apostles and must carry it out to the very endb@karth.(133) Wherefore she makes the
words of the Apostle her own: "Woe to me, if | dit preach the Gospel”,(134) and continues
unceasingly to send heralds of the Gospel untih $uce as the infant churches are fully
established and can themselves continue the waegkanfgelizing. For the Church is
compelled by the Holy Spirit to do her part thatd@Gglan may be fully realized, whereby He
has constituted Christ as the source of salvatiothie whole world. By the proclamation of
the Gospel she prepares her hearers to receiverafess the faith. She gives them the
dispositions necessary for baptism, snatches them the slavery of error and of idols and
incorporates them in Christ so that through chdhigy may grow up into full maturity in
Christ. Through her work, whatever good is in thads and hearts of men, whatever good
lies latent in the religious practices and cultwoediverse peoples, is not only saved from
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destruction but is also cleansed, raised up arfégied unto the glory of God, the confusion
of the devil and the happiness of man. The obbgatif spreading the faith is imposed on
every disciple of Christ, according to his stat&*f2Although, however, all the faithful can
baptize, the priest alone can complete the buildmgf the Body in the eucharistic sacrifice.
Thus are fulfilled the words of God, spoken throltjb prophet: "From the rising of the sun
until the going down thereof my name is great amibieggentiles, and in every place a clean
oblation is sacrificed and offered up in my nan85)(22*) In this way the Church both prays
and labors in order that the entire world may bexdime People of God, the Body of the Lord
and the Temple of the Holy Spirit, and that in Ghrihe Head of all, all honor and glory may
be rendered to the Creator and Father of the Usever

CHAPTERI 11

ON THE HIERARCHICAL STRUCTURE OF THE CHURCH
AND IN PARTICULAR ON THE EPISCOPATE

18. For the nurturing and constant growth of thegReof God, Christ the Lord instituted in
His Church a variety of ministries, which work ttve good of the whole body. For those
ministers, who are endowed with sacred power, sie brethren, so that all who are of the
People of God, and therefore enjoy a true Christignity, working toward a common goal
freely and in an orderly way, may arrive at salwati

This Sacred Council, following closely in the faefss of the First Vatican Council, with that
Council teaches and declares that Jesus Christteéneal Shepherd, established His holy
Church, having sent forth the apostles as He Hinhsel been sent by the Father;(136) and He
willed that their successors, namely the bishdpsukl be shepherds in His Church even to
the consummation of the world. And in order tha épiscopate itself might be one and
undivided, He placed Blessed Peter over the othesties, and instituted in him a permanent
and visible source and foundation of unity of faatid communion.(1*) And all this teaching
about the institution, the perpetuity, the mearand reason for the sacred primacy of the
Roman Pontiff and of his infallible magisteriumistisacred Council again proposes to be
firmly believed by all the faithful. Continuing that same undertaking, this Council is
resolved to declare and proclaim before all merdthadrine concerning bishops, the
successors of the apostles, who together withubeessor of Peter, the Vicar of Christ,(2*)
the visible Head of the whole Church, govern thedeoof the living God.

19. The Lord Jesus, after praying to the Fathdliingao Himself those whom He desired,
appointed twelve to be with Him, and whom He wasdehd to preach the Kingdom of
God;(137) and these apostles(138) He formed dftemtanner of a college or a stable group,
over which He placed Peter chosen from among tli&®)(He sent them first to the children
of Israel and then to all nations,(140) so thatleers in His power they might make all
peoples His disciples, and sanctify and govern tfief) and thus spread His Church, and by
ministering to it under the guidance of the Lordedt it all days even to the consummation of
the world.(142) And in this mission they were futignfirmed on the day of Pentecost(143) in
accordance with the Lord's promise: "You shall iz@ower when the Holy Spirit comes
upon you, and you shall be witnesses for me inséem, and in all Judea and in Samaria, and
even to the very ends of the earth".(144) And tiestes, by preaching the Gospel
everywhere,(145) and it being accepted by theirdrisainder the influence of the Holy Spirit,
gather together the universal Church, which thallastablished on the apostles and built
upon blessed Peter, their chief, Christ Jesus Hirbeag the supreme cornerstone.(146)(3*)
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20. That divine mission, entrusted by Christ todpestles, will last until the end of the

world,(147) since the Gospel they are to teacbriall time the source of all life for the

Church. And for this reason the apostles, appoiasedilers in this society, took care to
appoint successors.

For they not only had helpers in their ministry#tit also, in order that the mission assigned
to them might continue after their death, they pdsm to their immediate cooperators, as it
were, in the form of a testament, the duty of aomifng and finishing the work begun by
themselves,(5*) recommending to them that theydtte the whole flock in which the Holy
Spirit placed them to shepherd the Church of Gd&)They therefore appointed such men,
and gave them the order that, when they should tigk other approved men would take up
their ministry.(6*) Among those various ministriesich, according to tradition, were
exercised in the Church from the earliest times dhief place belongs to the office of those
who, appointed to the episcopate, by a successimanng from the beginning,(7*) are
passers-on of the apostolic seed.(8*) Thus, ase®eus testifies, through those who were
appointed bishops by the apostles, and through$hetessors down In our own time, the
apostolic tradition is manifested (9*) and presdr{(&0*)

Bishops, therefore, with their helpers, the priesid deacons, have taken up the service of the
community, (11*) presiding in place of God over fluek,(12*) whose shepherds they are, as
teachers for doctrine, priests for sacred worsdmpgl, ministers for governing.(13*) And just as
the office granted individually to Peter, the fiesshong the apostles, is permanent and is to be
transmitted to his successors, so also the apostiies of nurturing the Church is permanent,
and is to be exercised without interruption byshered order of bishops. (14*) Therefore, the
Sacred Council teaches that bishops by divinetutgin have succeeded to the place of the
apostles, (15*) as shepherds of the Church, anvdhioehears them, hears Christ, and he who
rejects them, rejects Christ and Him who sent ©ti49)(16*)

21. In the bishops, therefore, for whom priestsaasastants, Our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Supreme High Priest, is present in the midst o$¢hwho believe. For sitting at the right hand
of God the Father, He is not absent from the gatgef His high priests,(17*) but above all
through their excellent service He is preachingwibed of God to all nations, and constantly
administering the sacraments of faith to those béleeve, by their paternal functioning(150)
He incorporates new members in His Body by a hdgvegeneration, and finally by their
wisdom and prudence He directs and guides the Pebphe New Testament in their
pilgrimage toward eternal happiness. These pastbosen to shepherd the Lord's flock of the
elect, are servants of Christ and stewards of tyseries of God,(151) to whom has been
assigned the bearing of witness to the Gospeleofthce of God,(152) and the ministration of
the Spirit and of justice in glory.(153)

For the discharging of such great duties, the dgmstere enriched by Christ with a special
outpouring of the Holy Spirit coming upon them,(1%4d they passed on this spiritual gift to
their helpers by the imposition of hands,(155) &inés been transmitted down to us in
Episcopal consecration.(18*) And the Sacred Coueeithes that by Episcopal consecration
the fullness of the sacrament of Orders is confertteat fullness of power, namely, which both
in the Church's liturgical practice and in the laage of the Fathers of the Church is called the
high priesthood, the supreme power of the sacradstry.(19*) But Episcopal consecration,
together with the office of sanctifying, also casféhe office of teaching and of governing,
which, however, of its very nature, can be exectmaly in hierarchical communion with the
head and the members of the college. For fromr#tuition, which is expressed especially in
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liturgical rites and in the practice of both theu@th of the East and of the West, it is clear
that, by means of the imposition of hands and tbede/ of consecration, the grace of the Holy
Spirit is so conferred,(20*) and the sacred charasb impressed,(21*) that bishops in an
eminent and visible way sustain the roles of Chlisiself as Teacher, Shepherd and High
Priest, and that they act in His person.(22*) Tfaeeit pertains to the bishops to admit newly
elected members into the Episcopal body by meatisecdacrament of Orders.

22. Just as in the Gospel, the Lord so disposindg&er and the other apostles constitute one
apostolic college, so in a similar way the Romant®o the successor of Peter, and the
bishops, the successors of the apostles, are jtagether. Indeed, the very ancient practice
whereby bishops duly established in all parts efilorld were in communion with one
another and with the Bishop of Rome in a bond atiyuoharity and peace,(23*) and also the
councils assembled together,(24*) in which mordqarod issues were settled in common,
(25*) the opinion of the many having been prudentiysidered,(26*) both of these factors are
already an indication of the collegiate charactet aspect of the Episcopal order; and the
ecumenical councils held in the course of centuaresalso manifest proof of that same
character. And it is intimated also in the practioroduced in ancient times, of summoning
several bishops to take part in the elevation efribwly elected to the ministry of the high
priesthood. Hence, one is constituted a membédreoEpiscopal body in virtue of sacramental
consecration and hierarchical communion with thedrend members of the body.

But the college or body of bishops has no authantgss it is understood together with the
Roman Pontiff, the successor of Peter as its hieaelpope's power of primacy over all, both
pastors and faithful, remains whole and intactittue of his office, that is as Vicar of Christ
and pastor of the whole Church, the Roman Porasfflall, supreme and universal power over
the Church. And he is always free to exercisefhbiser. The order of bishops, which
succeeds to the college of apostles and givegspastolic body continued existence, is also
the subject of supreme and full power over the ensial Church, provided we understand this
body together with its head the Roman Pontiff aeden without this head.(27*) This power
can be exercised only with the consent of the RoRatiff. For our Lord placed Simon alone
as the rock and the bearer of the keys of the @h{1's6) and made him shepherd of the whole
flock;(157) it is evident, however, that the powébinding and loosing, which was given to
Peter,(158) was granted also to the college oftigspgoined with their head.(159)(28*) This
college, insofar as it is composed of many, exge#se variety and universality of the People
of God, but insofar as it is assembled under oiael heexpresses the unity of the flock of
Christ. In it, the bishops, faithfully recognizitige primacy and pre-eminence of their head,
exercise their own authority for the good of theim faithful, and indeed of the whole
Church, the Holy Spirit supporting its organic stiure and harmony with moderation. The
supreme power in the universal Church, which thikege enjoys, is exercised in a solemn
way in an ecumenical council. A council is neveuraenical unless it is confirmed or at least
accepted as such by the successor of Peter; enprdrogative of the Roman Pontiff to
convoke these councils, to preside over them awdnfirm them.(29*) This same collegiate
power can be exercised together with the pope épishops living in all parts of the world,
provided that the head of the college calls thewottegiate action, or at least approves of or
freely accepts the united action of the scatterghldps, so that it is thereby made a collegiate
act.

23. This collegial union is apparent also m theualtelations of the individual bishops with
particular churches and with the universal Chutdte Roman Pontiff, as the successor of

Peter, is the perpetual and visible principle andhtlation of unity of both the bishops and of
the faithful.(30*) The individual bishops, howevareg the visible principle and foundation of
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unity in their particular churches, (31*) fashioredter the model of the universal Church, in
and from which churches comes into being the oneoauty Catholic Church.(32*) For this
reason the individual bishops represent each hisatwrch, but all of them together and with
the Pope represent the entire Church in the bopeade, love and unity.

The individual bishops, who are placed in chargpastficular churches, exercise their pastoral
government over the portion of the People of Gadrodtted to their care, and not over other
churches nor over the universal Church. But eathesh, as a member of the episcopal
college and legitimate successor of the apossashliged by Christ's institution and command
to be solicitous for the whole Church,(33*) andstbolicitude, though it is not exercised by an
act of jurisdiction, contributes greatly to the adtage of the universal Church. For it is the
duty of all bishops to promote and to safeguarduthiey of faith and the discipline common to
the whole Church, to instruct the faithful to Idee the whole mystical body of Christ,
especially for its poor and sorrowing members amdHose who are suffering persecution for
justice's sake,(160) and finally to promote evexrtyéy that is of interest to the whole Church,
especially that the faith may take increase andighé of full truth appear to all men. And this
also is important, that by governing well their oglwurch as a portion of the universal Church,
they themselves are effectively contributing towedfare of the whole Mystical Body, which

is also the body of the churches.(34%)

The task of proclaiming the Gospel everywhere athgzertains to the body of pastors, to all
of whom in common Christ gave His command, theiigiposing upon them a common duty,
as Pope Celestine in his time recommended to ttieefsaof the Council of Ephesus.(35%)
From this it follows that the individual bishopasofar as their own discharge of their duty
permits, are obliged to enter into a community ofkvamong themselves and with the
successor of Peter, upon whom was imposed in aaspexy the great duty of spreading the
Christian name.(36*) With all their energy, themefothey must supply to the missions both
workers for the harvest and also spiritual and nedtaid, both directly and on their own
account. as well as by arousing the ardent codparatf the faithful. And finally, the bishops,
in a universal fellowship of charity, should gladiytend their fraternal aid to other churches,
especially to neighboring and more needy diocasaséordance with the venerable example
of antiquity.

By divine Providence it has come about that varidusches, established in various places by
the apostles and their successors, have in theeofitime coalesced into several groups,
organically united, which, preserving the unityfaith and the unique divine constitution of

the universal Church, enjoy their own disciplirtegit own liturgical usage, and their own
theological and spiritual heritage. Some of thdsgches, notably the ancient patriarchal
churches, as parent-stocks of the Faith, so tckspe&e begotten others as daughter churches,
with which they are connected down to our own thye close bond of charity in their
sacramental life and in their mutual respect feirthghts and duties.(37*) This variety of

local churches with one common aspiration is spteedidence of the catholicity of the
undivided Church. In like manner the Episcopal bedif today are in a position to render a
manifold and fruitful assistance, so that this egihte feeling may be put into practical
application.

24. Bishops, as successors of the apostles, reteimehe Lord, to whom was given all

power in heaven and on earth, the mission to talcetations and to preach the Gospel to
every creature, so that all men may attain to siawdoy faith, baptism and the fulfilment of
the commandments.(161) To fulfill this mission, {Shthe Lord promised the Holy Spirit to
the Apostles, and on Pentecost day sent the $pimit heaven, by whose power they would be
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witnesses to Him before the nations and peoplekiagd even to the ends of the earth.(162)
And that duty, which the Lord committed to the gtenals of His people, is a true service,
which in sacred literature is significantly call&tlakonia" or ministry.(163)

The canonical mission of bishops can come abolgdiymate customs that have not been
revoked by the supreme and universal authorith@f@hurch, or by laws made or recognized
be that the authority, or directly through the sssor of Peter himself; and if the latter refuses
or denies apostolic communion, such bishops caasstme any office.(38%)

25. Among the principal duties of bishops the pngag of the Gospel occupies an eminent
place.(39*) For bishops are preachers of the fatig lead new disciples to Christ, and they
are authentic teachers, that is, teachers endovtedhe authority of Christ, who preach to the
people committed to them the faith they must beliand put into practice, and by the light of
the Holy Spirit illustrate that faith. They bringrth from the treasury of Revelation new things
and old,(164) making it bear fruit and vigilantlyawding off any errors that threaten their
flock.(165) Bishops, teaching in communion with Reman Pontiff, are to be respected by all
as witnesses to divine and Catholic truth. In nmatté faith and morals, the bishops speak in
the name of Christ and the faithful are to acckeirtteaching and adhere to it with a religious
assent. This religious submission of mind and milist be shown in a special way to the
authentic magisterium of the Roman Pontiff, everemvhe is not speaking ex cathedra; that is,
it must be shown in such a way that his supremastaagm is acknowledged with reverence,
the judgments made by him are sincerely adhereactmrding to his manifest mind and will.
His mind and will in the matter may be known eitirem the character of the documents,
from his frequent repetition of the same doctrorefrom his manner of speaking.

Although the individual bishops do not enjoy thenpgative of infallibility, they nevertheless
proclaim Christ's doctrine infallibly whenever, evtiough dispersed through the world, but
still maintaining the bond of communion among thelvss and with the successor of Peter,
and authentically teaching matters of faith andatsthey are in agreement on one position
as definitively to be held.(40%*) This is even matearly verified when, gathered together in an
ecumenical council, they are teachers and judgéstbfand morals for the universal Church,
whose definitions must be adhered to with the sebioin of faith.(41*)

And this infallibility with which the Divine Redeeen willed His Church to be endowed in
defining doctrine of faith and morals, extendsasas the deposit of Revelation extends,
which must be religiously guarded and faithfullpexnded. And this is the infallibility which
the Roman Pontiff, the head of the college of ish@njoys in virtue of his office, when, as
the supreme shepherd and teacher of all the faithho confirms his brethren in their
faith,(166) by a definitive act he proclaims a dimet of faith or morals.(42*) And therefore
his definitions, of themselves, and not from thasemt of the Church, are justly styled
irreformable, since they are pronounced with trseséance of the Holy Spirit, promised to him
in blessed Peter, and therefore they need no aglpobwthers, nor do they allow an appeal to
any other judgment. For then the Roman Pontifoispronouncing judgment as a private
person, but as the supreme teacher of the univ€rsaich, in whom the charism of

infallibility of the Church itself is individuallpresent, he is expounding or defending a
doctrine of Catholic faith.(43*) The infallibilitpromised to the Church resides also in the
body of Bishops, when that body exercises the sapmagisterium with the successor of
Peter. To these definitions the assent of the Cheao never be wanting, on account of the
activity of that same Holy Spirit, by which the wadlock of Christ is preserved and
progresses in unity of faith.(44%*)
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But when either the Roman Pontiff or the Body adtRips together with him defines a
judgment, they pronounce it in accordance with Reian itself, which all are obliged to
abide by and be in conformity with, that is, thesBlation which as written or orally handed
down is transmitted in its entirety through thetiegate succession of bishops and especially
in care of the Roman Pontiff himself, and which enthe guiding light of the Spirit of truth is
religiously preserved and faithfully expoundedhe Church.(45*) The Roman Pontiff and the
bishops, in view of their office and the importarede¢he matter, by fitting means diligently
strive to inquire properly into that revelation andyive apt expression to its contents;(46*)
but a new public revelation they do not accepteataning to the divine deposit of faith.(47%*)

26. A bishop marked with the fullness of the sa@anof Orders, is "the steward of the grace
of the supreme priesthood,” (48*) especially in Bueharist, which he offers or causes to be
offered,(49*) and by which the Church continuailyek and grows. This Church of Christ is
truly present in all legitimate local congregatiarghe faithful which, united with their
pastors, are themselves called churches in theTéstament.(50*) For in their locality these
are the new People called by God, in the Holy Saird in much fullness.(167) In them the
faithful are gathered together by the preachinthefGospel of Christ, and the mystery of the
Lord's Supper is celebrated, that by the food doddoof the Lord's body the whole
brotherhood may be joined together.(51*) In any samity of the altar, under the sacred
ministry of the bishop,(52*) there is exhibitedyandol of that charity and "unity of the
mystical Body, without which there can be no sabrat(53*) In these communities, though
frequently small and poor, or living in the Diaspo€hrist is present, and in virtue of His
presence there is brought together one, holy, tatand apostolic Church.(54*) For "the
partaking of the body and blood of Christ does mgtlother than make us be transformed into
that which we consume”. (55%)

Every legitimate celebration of the Eucharist igulated by the bishop, to whom is committed
the office of offering the worship of Christianigdbn to the Divine Majesty and of
administering it in accordance with the Lord's caameiments and the Church's laws, as
further defined by his particular judgment for Hiecese.

Bishops thus, by praying and laboring for the pepplake outpourings in many ways and in
great abundance from the fullness of Christ's leskn By the ministry of the word they
communicate God's power to those who believe wali@son(168) and through the
sacraments, the regular and fruitful distributidrvbich they regulate by their authority,(56*)
they sanctify the faithful. They direct the coniiegr of baptism, by which a sharing in the
kingly priesthood of Christ is granted. They are thiginal ministers of confirmation,
dispensers of sacred Orders and the moderatoendeptial discipline, and they earnestly
exhort and instruct their people to carry out Wéith and reverence their part in the liturgy
and especially in the holy sacrifice of the MassdAastly, by the example of their way of life
they must be an influence for good to those ovesrwlithey preside, refraining from all evil
and, as far as they are able with God's help, exgihg evil for good, so that together with the
flock committed to their care they may arrive aredl life.(57%*)

27. Bishops, as vicars and ambassadors of Choigerg the particular churches entrusted to
them (58*) by their counsel, exhortations, examate] even by their authority and sacred
power, which indeed they use only for the edifmatof their flock in truth and holiness,
remembering that he who is greater should becontigedssser and he who is the chief
become as the servant.(169) This power, which pleesonally exercise in Christ's name, is
proper, ordinary and immediate, although its exseres ultimately regulated by the supreme
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authority of the Church, and can be circumscribgddstain limits, for the advantage of the

Church or of the faithful. In virtue of this powdrishops have the sacred right and the duty
before the Lord to make laws for their subjectgdss judgment on them and to moderate

everything pertaining to the ordering of worshil @ne apostolate.

The pastoral office or the habitual and daily aafréheir sheep is entrusted to them
completely; nor are they to be regarded as vichtiseoRoman Pontiffs, for they exercise an
authority that is proper to them, and are quiteezily called "prelates,” heads of the people
whom they govern.(59*) Their power, therefore, & destroyed by the supreme and universal
power, but on the contrary it is affirmed, streregtéd and vindicated by it,(60*) since the

Holy Spirit unfailingly preserves the form of gonenent established by Christ the Lord in His
Church.

A bishop, since he is sent by the Father to gokerfiamily, must keep before his eyes the
example of the Good Shepherd, who came not to histared unto but to minister,(170) and
to lay down his life for his sheep.(171) Being tae®m among men, and himself beset with
weakness, he is able to have compassion on theaiginand erring.(172) Let him not refuse to
listen to his subjects, whom he cherishes as bésgons and exhorts to cooperate readily with
him. As having one day to render an account far gswuls,(173) he takes care of them by his
prayer. preaching, and all the works of charity] ant only of them but also of those who are
not yet of the one flock. who also are commendeunoin the Lord. Since, like Paul the
Apostle, he is debtor to all men, let him be retdgreach the Gospel to all,(174) and to urge
his faithful to apostolic and missionary activiBut the faithful must cling to their bishop, as
the Church does to Christ, and Jesus Christ t&dtiger, so that all may be of one mind
through unity,(61*) and abound to the glory of G&d5)

28. Christ, whom the Father has sanctified andisémthe world, (176) has through His
apostles, made their successors, the bishopskeestaf His consecration and His
mission.(62*) They have legitimately handed onitéedent individuals in the Church various
degrees of participation in this ministry. Thus tir@nely established ecclesiastical ministry is
exercised on different levels by those who fromaaity have been called bishops, priests and
deacons.(63*) Priests, although they do not pogbessighest degree of the priesthood, and
although they are dependent on the bishops inXéeeise of their power, nevertheless they
are united with the bishops in sacerdotal digrég/} By the power of the sacrament of
Orders,(65*) in the image of Christ the eternahhiyiest,(177) they are consecrated to preach
the Gospel and shepherd be faithful and to celeldliaine worship, so that they are true
priests of the New Testament.(66*) Partakers ofdinetion of Christ the sole Mediator,(178)
on their level of ministry, they announce the devimord to all. They exercise their sacred
function especially in the Eucharistic worship loe telebration of the Mass by which acting

in the person of Christ (67*) and proclaiming Higd¢ery they unite the prayers of the faithful
with the sacrifice of their Head and renew and g p@8*) in the sacrifice of the Mass until the
coming of the Lord(179) the only sacrifice of thewNTestament namely that of Christ
offering Himself once for all a spotless Victimttee Father.(180) For the sick and the sinners
among the faithful, they exercise the ministry ikid\@ation and reconciliation and they present
the needs and the prayers of the faithful to GedRdither.(181) Exercising within the limits of
their authority the function of Christ as Shephand Head,(69*) they gather together God's
family as a brotherhood all of one mind,(70*) aadd them in the Spirit, through Christ, to
God the Father. In the midst of the flock they a&ddim in spirit and in truth.(182) Finally,

they labor in word and doctrine,(183) believing wtneey have read and meditated upon in the
law of God, teaching what they have believed, auting in practice in their own lives what
they have taught.(71*)

3/27/2008 1:18 P!



Dogmati

18 of 62

¢ Constitution on the Church - Lumen Gentium http://mww.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vah_council/document

Priests, prudent cooperators with the Episcopamft*) its aid and instrument, called to
serve the people of God, constitute one priestl{@dt) with their bishop although bound by a
diversity of duties. Associated with their bishopai spirit of trust and generosity, they make
him present in a certain sense in the individuedl@ongregations, and take upon themselves,
as far as they are able, his duties and the bwofleis care, and discharge them with a daily
interest. And as they sanctify and govern undebtsieop's authority, that part of the Lord's
flock entrusted to them they make the universalr€iinwisible in their own locality and bring

an efficacious assistance to the building up ofwthele body of Christ.(184) intent always
upon the welfare of God's children, they must sttivlend their effort to the pastoral work of
the whole diocese, and even of the entire Churachacaount of this sharing in their

priesthood and mission, let priests sincerely lop&n the bishop as their father and reverently
obey him. And let the bishop regard his priestiiago-workers and as sons and friends, just
as Christ called His disciples now not servantsfibemds.(185) All priests, both diocesan and
religious, by reason of Orders and ministry, ftbithis body of bishops and priests, and serve
the good of the whole Church according to theiratmn and the grace given to them.

In virtue of their common sacred ordination andsiuis, all priests are bound together in
intimate brotherhood, which naturally and freelymifiests itself in mutual aid, spiritual as
well as material, pastoral as well as persondheair meetings and in communion of life, of
labor and charity.

Let them, as fathers in Christ, take care of thtafiad whom they have begotten by baptism
and their teaching.(186) Becoming from the hegatsern to the flock,(187) let them so lead
and serve their local community that it may wosthie called by that name, by which the one
and entire people of God is signed, namely, ther€haf God.(188) Let them remember that
by their daily life and interests they are showting face of a truly sacerdotal and pastoral
ministry to the faithful and the infidel, to Cathed and non-Catholics, and that to all they bear
witness to the truth and life, and as good shepghgodafter those also,(189) who though
baptized in the Catholic Church have fallen awayfthe use of the sacraments, or even from
the faith.

Because the human race today is joining more arré mto a civic, economic and social

unity, it is that much the more necessary thatspsidoy combined effort and aid, under the
leadership of the bishops and the Supreme Powijie out every kind of separateness, so that
the whole human race may be brought into the wiithie family of God.

29. At a lower level of the hierarchy are deacaip®n whom hands are imposed "not unto the
priesthood, but unto a ministry of service."(749rstrengthened by sacramental grace, in
communion with the bishop and his group of priéiséy serve in the diaconate of the liturgy,
of the word, and of charity to the people of Gads kthe duty of the deacon, according as it
shall have been assigned to him by competent atythimr administer baptism solemnly, to be
custodian and dispenser of the Eucharist, to aagséstd bless marriages in the name of the
Church, to bring Viaticum to the dying, to read Becred Scripture to the faithful, to instruct
and exhort the people, to preside over the worahgpprayer of the faithful, to administer
sacramentals, to officiate at funeral and buriatises. Dedicated to duties of charity and of
administration, let deacons be mindful of the aditiam of Blessed Polycarp: "Be merciful,
diligent, walking according to the truth of the dpwho became the servant of all."(75%)

Since these duties, so very necessary to thefliteeaChurch, can be fulfilled only with
difficulty in many regions in accordance with thedipline of the Latin Church as it exists
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today, the diaconate can in the future be restasesl proper and permanent rank of the
hierarchy. It pertains to the competent territobadlies of bishops, of one kind or another,
with the approval of the Supreme Pontiff, to deadeether and where it is opportune for such
deacons to be established for the care of soulth ¥ consent of the Roman Pontiff, this
diaconate can, in the future, be conferred upon eh@more mature age, even upon those
living in the married state. It may also be corddrupon suitable young men, for whom the
law of celibacy must remain intact.

CHAPTER IV
THE LAITY

30. Having set forth the functions of the hierardhye Sacred Council gladly turns its
attention. to the state of those faithful called ldty. Everything that has been said above
concerning the People of God is intended for titg, leeligious and clergy alike. But there are
certain things which pertain in a special way t® Idaty, both men and women, by reason of
their condition and mission. Due to the speciatginstances of our time the foundations of
this doctrine must be more thoroughly examined.tReir pastors know how much the laity
contribute to the welfare of the entire Church. yrakso know that they were not ordained by
Christ to take upon themselves alone the entirgfgamission of the Church toward the
world. On the contrary they understand that ihesrtnoble duty to shepherd the faithful and to
recognize their miniseries and charisms, so thacabrding to their proper roles may
cooperate in this common undertaking with one miad.we must all "practice the truth in
love, and so grow up in all things in Him who isaeChrist. For from Him the whole body,
being closely joined and knit together through gyeint of the system, according to the
functioning in due measure of each single pariydsiits increase to the building up of itself
in love".(190)

31. The term laity is here understood to mearalffaithful except those in holy orders and
those in the state of religious life specially apd by the Church. These faithful are by
baptism made one body with Christ and are conetitaimong the People of God; they are in
their own way made sharers in the priestly, praphktand kingly functions of Christ; and
they carry out for their own part the mission o thhole Christian people in the Church and
in the world.

What specifically characterizes the laity is tregcular nature. It is true that those in holy
orders can at times be engaged in secular actiydied even have a secular profession. But
they are by reason of their particular vocatioreesgily and professedly ordained to the sacred
ministry. Similarly, by their state in life, religiis give splendid and striking testimony that the
world cannot be transformed and offered to God avitlthe spirit of the beatitudes. But the
laity, by their very vocation, seek the kingdomGxd by engaging in temporal affairs and by
ordering them according to the plan of God. Theg In the world, that is, in each and in all of
the secular professions and occupations. Theyritiee ordinary circumstances of family and
social life, from which the very web of their exdate is woven. They are called there by God
that by exercising their proper function and ledhoy spirit of the Gospel they may work for
the sanctification of the world from within as aven. In this way they may make Christ
known to others, especially by the testimony afearkesplendent in faith, hope and charity.
Therefore, since they are tightly bound up inygllets of temporal affairs it is their special task
to order and to throw light upon these affairsunlsa way that they may come into being and
then continually increase according to Christ ®phaise of the Creator and the Redeemer.
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32. By divine institution Holy Church is ordereddagoverned with a wonderful diversity.

"For just as in one body we have many membersali/dte members have not the same
function, so we, the many, are one body in Chinist,severally members one of another".(191)
Therefore, the chosen People of God is one: "omd, lane faith, one baptism"(192); sharing a
common dignity as members from their regeneratio@hrist, having the same filial grace and
the same vocation to perfection; possessing in comome salvation, one hope and one
undivided charity. There is, therefore, in Christlan the Church no inequality on the basis of
race or nationality, social condition or sex, besgatthere is neither Jew nor Greek: there is
neither bond nor free: there is neither male nordie. For you are all ‘'one’ in Christ
Jesus".(193)

If therefore in the Church everyone does not prddsethe same path, nevertheless all are
called to sanctity and have received an equallpgeiof faith through the justice of God.(194)
And if by the will of Christ some are made teachpesstors and dispensers of mysteries on
behalf of others, yet all share a true equalithwégard to the dignity and to the activity
common to all the faithful for the building up ¢fet Body of Christ. For the distinction which
the Lord made between sacred ministers and thefrds¢ People of God bears within it a
certain union, since pastors and the other faithfelbound to each other by a mutual need.
Pastors of the Church, following the example oflthed, should minister to one another and
to the other faithful. These in their turn shouldreisiastically lend their joint assistance to
their pastors and teachers. Thus in their divegditigear witness to the wonderful unity in the
Body of Christ. This very diversity of graces, nsilnies and works gathers the children of God
into one, because "all these things are the wodnefand the same Spirit".(195)

Therefore, from divine choice the laity have Chfasttheir brothers who though He is the
Lord of all, came not to be served but to servé&)I%hey also have for their brothers those in
the sacred ministry who by teaching, by sanctifyang by ruling with the authority of Christ
feed the family of God so that the new commandroénharity may be fulfilled by all. St.
Augustine puts this very beautifully when he sdyghat | am for you terrifies me; what | am
with you consoles me. For you | am a bishop; balhwou | am a Christian. The former is a
duty; the latter a grace. The former is a dandperjatter, salvation” (1*).

33. The laity are gathered together in the Peoipl&ool and make up the Body of Christ under
one head. Whoever they are they are called updivig members, to expend all their energy
for the growth of the Church and its continuouscgiination, since this very energy is a gift

of the Creator and a blessing of the Redeemer.

The lay apostolate, however, is a participatiothasalvific mission of the Church itself.
Through their baptism and confirmation all are cassioned to that apostolate by the Lord
Himself. Moreover, by the sacraments, especially Bocharist, that charity toward God and
man which is the soul of the apostolate is commateat and nourished. Now the laity are
called in a special way to make the Church presedtoperative in those places and
circumstances where only through them can it bedbmealt of the earth (2*). Thus every
layman, in virtue of the very gifts bestowed upam hs at the same time a witness and a
living instrument of the mission of the Church ifSaccording to the measure of Christ's
bestowal".(197)

Besides this apostolate which certainly pertairalt@€hristians, the laity can also be called in
various ways to a more direct form of cooperatiothie apostolate of the Hierarchy (3*). This
was the way certain men and women assisted Padpbstle in the Gospel, laboring much in
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the Lord.(198) Further, they have the capacityssuae from the Hierarchy certain
ecclesiastical functions, which are to be perforriogch spiritual purpose.

Upon all the laity, therefore, rests the noble daftworking to extend the divine plan of
salvation to all men of each epoch and in everg.l&@onsequently, may every opportunity be
given them so that, according to their abilitied #me needs of the times, they may zealously
participate in the saving work of the Church.

34. The supreme and eternal Priest, Christ Jesu® e wills to continue his witness and
service also through the laity, vivifies them imstBpirit and increasingly urges them on to
every good and perfect work.

For besides intimately linking them to His life ad& mission, He also gives them a sharing
in His priestly function of offering spiritual wdng for the glory of God and the salvation of
men. For this reason the laity, dedicated to Clanst anointed by the Holy Spirit, are
marvelously called and wonderfully prepared so évatr more abundant fruits of the Spirit
may be produced in them. For all their works, praygd apostolic endeavors, their ordinary
married and family life, their daily occupationkeir physical and mental relaxation, if carried
out in the Spirit, and even the hardships of lffpatiently borne-all these become "spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus ClI{fi98) Together with the offering of the
Lord's body, they are most fittingly offered in ttedebration of the Eucharist. Thus, as those
everywhere who adore in holy activity, the laitynsecrate the world itself to God.

35. Christ, the great Prophet, who proclaimed thregfom of His Father both by the
testimony of His life and the power of His wordentinually fulfills His prophetic office until
the complete manifestation of glory. He does thisanly through the hierarchy who teach in
His name and with His authority, but also throuigé faity whom He made His witnesses and
to whom He gave understanding of the fagnsu fidgiand an attractiveness in speech(200)
so that the power of the Gospel might shine farttheir daily social and family life. They
conduct themselves as children of the promise tlaumsl strong in faith and in hope they make
the most of the present,(201) and with patiencatata glory that is to come.(202) Let them
not, then, hide this hope in the depths of theartse but even in the program of their secular
life let them express it by a continual conversaoil by wrestling "against the world-rulers of
this darkness, against the spiritual forces of eftrless.(203)

Just as the sacraments of the New Law, by whiclifthand the apostolate of the faithful are
nourished, prefigure a new heaven and a new e20#),60 too the laity go forth as powerful
proclaimers of a faith in things to be hoped fd5Pwhen they courageously join to their
profession of faith a life springing from faith. iSkevangelization, that is, this announcing of
Christ by a living testimony as well as by the sprokvord, takes on a specific quality and a
special force in that it is carried out in the owthy surroundings of the world.

In connection with the prophetic function, thatetaf life which is sanctified by a special
sacrament obviously of great importance, namelyrieghand family life. For where
Christianity pervades the entire mode of familg lidla gradually transforms it, one will find
there both the practice and an excellent schotiiefay apostolate. In such a home husbands
and wives find their proper vocation in being wises of the faith and love of Christ to one
another and to their children. The Christian fanolydly proclaims both the present virtues of
the Kingdom of God and the hope of a blesseddifecime. Thus by its example and its
witness it accuses the world of sin and enlightense who seek the truth.
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Consequently, even when preoccupied with tempeanas; the laity can and must perform a
work of great value for the evangelization of therld. For even if some of them have to
fulfill their religious duties on their own, whehdre are no sacred ministers or in times of
persecution; and even if many of them devote airtbnergies to apostolic work; still it
remains for each one of them to cooperate in thereal spread and the dynamic growth of
the Kingdom of Christ in the world. Therefore, fle¢ laity devotedly strive to acquire a more
profound grasp of revealed truth, and let themstesitly beg of God the gift of wisdom.

36. Christ, becoming obedient even unto death acduse of this exalted by the Father,(206)
entered into the glory of His kingdom. To Him dlirtgs are made subject until He subjects
Himself and all created things to the Father thad @ay be all in all.(207) Now Christ has
communicated this royal power to His disciples thaly might be constituted in royal freedom
and that by true penance and a holy life they mighiquer the reign of sin in
themselves.(208) Further, He has shared this psw#rat serving Christ in their fellow men
they might by humility and patience lead their breh to that King for whom to serve is to
reign. But the Lord wishes to spread His kingdosodly means of the laity, namely, a
kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of holinesglagrace, a kingdom of justice, love and
peace (4*). In this kingdom creation itself will delivered from its slavery to corruption into
the freedom of the glory of the sons of God.(20@e@y then a great promise and a great trust
is committed to the disciples: "All things are ysuand you are Christ's, and Christ is
God's"(210)

The faithful, therefore, must learn the deepestmmggand the value of all creation, as well as
its role in the harmonious praise of God. They nassist each other to live holier lives even
in their daily occupations. In this way the worléwyrbe permeated by the spirit of Christ and it
may more effectively fulfill its purpose in justiceharity and peace. The laity have the
principal role in the overall fulfillment of thisuly. Therefore, by their competence in secular
training and by their activity, elevated from withdy the grace of Christ, let them vigorously
contribute their effort, so that created goods imayperfected by human labor, technical skill
and civic culture for the benefit of all men acdogito the design of the Creator and the light
of His Word. May the goods of this world be moreigaply distributed among all men, and
may they in their own way be conducive to univemalgress in human and Christian
freedom. In this manner, through the members oCimerch, will Christ progressively

illumine the whole of human society with His savimgit.

Moreover, let the laity also by their combined effaemedy the customs and conditions of the
world, if they are an inducement to sin, so thaitall may be conformed to the norms of
justice and may favor the practice of virtue ratiian hinder it. By so doing they will imbue
culture and human activity with genuine moral valuéey will better prepare the field of the
world for the seed of the Word of God; and at thee time they will open wider the doors of
the Church by which the message of peace may #mtavorld.

Because of the very economy of salvation the faitbiiould learn how to distinguish carefully
between those rights and duties which are theirseambers of the Church, and those which
they have as members of human society. Let thawe 4t reconcile the two, remembering
that in every temporal affair they must be guidga@IChristian conscience, since even in
secular business there is no human activity whachlke withdrawn from God's dominion. In
our own time, however, it is most urgent that thinction and also this harmony should
shine forth more clearly than ever in the liveshaf faithful, so that the mission of the Church
may correspond more fully to the special conditiohthe world today. For it must be
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admitted that the temporal sphere is governedsogiin principles, since it is rightly
concerned with the interests of this world. But thiinous doctrine which attempts to build a
society with no regard whatever for religion, angieh attacks and destroys the religious
liberty of its citizens, is rightly to be rejectést).

37. The laity have the right, as do all Christigns,eceive in abundance from their spiritual
shepherds the spiritual goods of the Church, es|hethe assistance of the word of God and
of the sacraments (6*). They should openly revedhém their needs and desires with that
freedom and confidence which is fitting for childref God and brothers in Christ. They are,
by un of tho knowledge, competence or outstandmigyawhich they may enjoy, permitted

and sometimes even obliged to express their opimotinose things which concern the good
of the Church (7*). When occasions arise, let bi@sione through the organs erected by the
Church for this purpose. Let it always be doneutht, in courage and in prudence, with
reverence and charity toward those who by reasdineaf sacred office represent the person of
Christ.

The laity should, as all Christians, promptly addagChristian obedience decisions of their
spiritual shepherds, since they are representabivEsrist as well as teachers and rulers in the
Church. Let them follow the example of Christ, whoHis obedience even unto death,
opened to all men the blessed way of the libertyhefchildren of God. Nor should they omit

to pray for those placed over them, for they keafctvas having to render an account of their
souls, so that they may do this with joy and ndahwrief.(211)

Let the spiritual shepherds recognize and pronieelignity as well as the responsibility of
the laity in the Church. Let them willingly empltyeir prudent advice. Let them confidently
assign duties to them in the service of the Chualtbwing them freedom and room for action.
Further, let them encourage lay people so that ey undertake tasks on their own initiative.
Attentively in Christ, let them consider with fathelove the projects, suggestions and desires
proposed by the laity.(8*) However, let the shepbaespectfully acknowledge that just
freedom which belongs to everyone in this eartltly c

A great many wonderful things are to be hopedfomfthis familiar dialogue between the

laity and their spiritual leaders: in the laityteemgthened sense of personal responsibility; a
renewed enthusiasm; a more ready application aftddents to the projects of their spiritual
leaders. The latter, on the other hand, aided &g¥perience of the laity, can more clearly and
more incisively come to decisions regarding bothts@al and temporal matters. In this way,
the whole Church, strengthened by each one ofétsipers, may more effectively fulfill is
mission for the life of the world.

38. Each individual layman must stand before thddwas a witness to the resurrection and
life of the Lord Jesus and a symbol of the livingdGAll the laity as a community and each
one according to his ability must nourish the wavith spiritual fruits.(212) They must

diffuse in the world that spirit which animates fy@or, the meek, the peace makers-whom the
Lord in the Gospel proclaimed as blessed.(213)v@, "Christians must be to the world
what the soul is to the body."(9%)

CHAPTER YV
THE UNIVERSAL CALL TOHOLINESSIN THE CHURCH

39. The Church, whose mystery is being set fortthisySacred Synod, is believed to be
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indefectibly holy. Indeed Christ, the Son of Godhomvith the Father and the Spirit is praised
as "uniquely holy," (1*) loved the Church as Higler delivering Himself up for her. He did
this that He might sanctify her.(214) He united teeHimself as His own body and brought it
to perfection by the gift of the Holy Spirit for @s glory. Therefore in the Church, everyone
whether belonging to the hierarchy, or being céoedy it, is called to holiness, according to
the saying of the Apostle: "For this is the will@bd, your sanctification".(215) However, this
holiness of the Church is unceasingly manifestad,raust be manifested, in the fruits of
grace which the Spirit produces in the faithfulsiexpressed in many ways in individuals,
who in their walk of life, tend toward the perfextiof charity, thus causing the edification of
others; in a very special way this (holiness) appéathe practice of the counsels, customarily
called "evangelical.” This practice of the counsetgler the impulsion of the Holy Spirit,
undertaken by many Christians, either privatelina Church-approved condition or state of
life, gives and must give in the world an outstagdivitness and example of this same
holiness.

40. The Lord Jesus, the divine Teacher and Modall gierfection, preached holiness of life to
each and everyone of His disciples of every coolitHe Himself stands as the author and
consumator of this holiness of life: "Be you therefperfect, even as your heavenly Father is
perfect".(216)(2*) Indeed He sent the Holy Spipon all men that He might move them
inwardly to love God with their whole heart andithehole soul, with all their mind and all
their strength(217) and that they might love eatleioas Christ loves them.(218) The
followers of Christ are called by God, not becaoifstheir works, but according to His own
purpose and grace. They are justified in the Lesud, because in the baptism of faith they
truly become sons of God and sharers in the divatare. In this way they are really made
holy. Then too, by God's gift, they must hold oratal complete in their lives this holiness
they have received. They are warned by the Aptstige "as becomes saints”,(219) and to
put on "as God's chosen ones, holy and belovedra tiemercy, kindness, humility,
meekness, patience”,(220) and to possess thefrlie Spirit in holiness.(221) Since truly we
all offend in many things (222) we all need Godé&reres continually and we all must daily
pray: "Forgive us our debts"(223)(3*)

Thus it is evident to everyone, that all the faittdf Christ of whatever rank or status, are
called to the fullness of the Christian life andhe perfection of charity;(4*) by this holiness
as such a more human manner of living is promotetis earthly society. In order that the
faithful may reach this perfection, they must ussrtstrength accordingly as they have
received it, as a gift from Christ. They must fallon His footsteps and conform themselves to
His image seeking the will of the Father in alhijg. They must devote themselves with all
their being to the glory of God and the servicéheir neighbor. In this way, the holiness of
the People of God will grow into an abundant harreégood, as is admirably shown by the
life of so many saints in Church history.

41. The classes and duties of life are many, blindss is one-that sanctity which is cultivated
by all who are moved by the Spirit of God, and wibey the voice of the Father and worship
God the Father in spirit and in truth. These pedglew the poor Christ, the humble and
cross-bearing Christ in order to be worthy of beshgrers in His glory. Every person must
walk unhesitatingly according to his own personfis@nd duties in the path of living faith,
which arouses hope and works through charity.

In the first place, the shepherds of Christ's floukst holily and eagerly, humbly and
courageously carry out their ministry, in imitatiohthe eternal high Priest, the Shepherd and
Guardian of our souls. They ought to fulfill thistg in such a way that it will be the principal
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means also of their own sanctification. Those chdsethe fullness of the priesthood are
granted the ability of exercising the perfect doftypastoral charity by the grace of the
sacrament of Orders. This perfect duty of pastdnality (5*) is exercised in every form of
episcopal care and service, prayer, sacrifice aeaghing. By this same sacramental grace,
they are given the courage necessary to lay doeinlthes for their sheep, and the ability of
promoting greater holiness in the Church by thailydexample, having become a pattern for
their flock.(224)

Priests, who resemble bishops to a certain degréeeir participation of the sacrament of
Orders, form the spiritual crown of the bishops)(Bhey participate in the grace of their
office and they should grow daily in their love®bd and their neighbor by the exercise of
their office through Christ, the eternal and unidylediator. They should preserve the bond of
priestly communion, and they should abound in egeigitual good and thus present to all
men a living witness to God.(7*) All this they shdwlo in emulation of those priests who
often, down through the course of the centuridsale outstanding example of the holiness of
humble and hidden service. Their praise lives aménChurch of God. By their very office of
praying and offering sacrifice for their own peopl&d the entire people of God, they should
rise to greater holiness. Keeping in mind what #weydoing and imitating what they are
handling,(8*) these priests, in their apostolicded) rather than being ensnared by perils and
hardships, should rather rise to greater holinessigh these perils and hardships. They
should ever nourish and strengthen their actiom fam abundance of contemplation, doing all
this for the comfort of the entire Church of Godl. priests, and especially those who are
called "diocesan priests," due to the special ¢itlheir ordination, should keep continually
before their minds the fact that their faithful &ty toward and their generous cooperation
with their bishop is of the greatest value in tlggowth in holiness.

Ministers of lesser rank are also sharers in thssioim and grace of the Supreme Priest. In the
first place among these ministers are deacons, wlas much as they are dispensers of
Christ's mysteries and servants of the ChurchgBduld keep themselves free from every vice
and stand before men as personifications of gosdmed friends of God.(225) Clerics, who
are called by the Lord and are set aside as Hitopan order to prepare themselves for the
various ministerial offices under the watchful @fespiritual shepherds, are bound to bring
their hearts and minds into accord with this sgesection (which is theirs). They will
accomplish this by their constancy in prayer, @irtburning love, and by their unremitting
recollection of whatever is true, just and of goepute. They will accomplish all this for the
glory and honor of God. Besides these already nathece are also laymen, chosen of God
and called by the bishop. These laymen spend tHeesseompletely in apostolic labors,
working the Lord's field with much success.(10%).

Furthermore, married couples and Christian pargmisild follow their own proper path (to
holiness) by faithful love. They should sustain anether in grace throughout the entire
length of their lives. They should embue their pfffisg, lovingly welcomed as God's gift, with
Christian doctrine and the evangelical virtueghis manner, they offer all men the example
of unwearying and generous love; in this way thetjdoup the brotherhood of charity; in so
doing, they stand as the witnesses and coopetrattrs fruitfulness of Holy Mother Church;
by such lives, they are a sign and a participatidhat very love, with which Christ loved His
Bride and for which He delivered Himself up for ligi*) A like example, but one given in a
different way, is that offered by widows and sing&ople, who are able to make great
contributions toward holiness and apostolic endeavthe Church. Finally, those who engage
in labor-and frequently it is of a heavy naturesdd better themselves by their human labors.
They should be of aid to their fellow citizens. Vishould raise all of society, and even
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creation itself, to a better mode of existenceeéd they should imitate by their lively charity,
in their joyous hope and by their voluntary shamwf@ach others' burdens, the very Christ who
plied His hands with carpenter's tools and Whonion with His Father, is continually

working for the salvation of all men. In this, theneir daily work they should climb to the
heights of holiness and apostolic activity.

May all those who are weighed down with povertyiyimity and sickness, as well as those
who must bear various hardships or who suffer jpeitgen for justice sake-may they all know
they are united with the suffering Christ in a spkeway for the salvation of the world. The
Lord called them blessed in His Gospel and theylarse whom "the God of all graces, who
has called us unto His eternal glory in Christ §esull Himself, after we have suffered a little
while, perfect, strengthen and establish".(226)

Finally all Christ's faithful, whatever be the camzhs, duties and circumstances of their
lives-and indeed through all these, will daily ie&se in holiness, if they receive all things with
faith from the hand of their heavenly Father anthéy cooperate with the divine will. In this
temporal service, they will manifest to all men tbvee with which God loved the world.

42."God is love, and he who abides in love, abidg€sod and God in Him".(227) But, God
pours out his love into our hearts through the Fepyrit, Who has been given to us;(228) thus
the first and most necessary gift is love, by whighlove God above all things and our
neighbor because of God. Indeed, in order that lasgood seed may grow and bring forth
fruit in the soul, each one of the faithful mustlwgly hear the Word of God and accept His
Will, and must complete what God has begun by thvwin actions with the help of God's
grace. These actions consist in the use of thauserts and in a special way the Eucharist,
frequent participation in the sacred action oflthiergy, application of oneself to prayer,
self-abnegation, lively fraternal service and thastant exercise of all the virtues. For charity,
as the bond of perfection and the fullness of #vg([229) rules over all the means of attaining
holiness and gives life to these same means.(1&)charity which guides us to our final end.
It is the love of God and the love of one's neighlbich points out the true disciple of Christ.

Since Jesus, the Son of God, manifested His cHayitstying down His life for us, so too no
one has greater love than he who lays down higdif€hrist and His brothers.(230) From the
earliest times, then, some Christians have beégedcapon-and some will always be called
upon-to give the supreme testimony of this lovaltanen, but especially to persecutors. The
Church, then, considers martyrdom as an exceptgftand as the fullest proof of love. By
martyrdom a disciple is transformed into an imafyei® Master by freely accepting death for
the salvation of the world -as well as his confdyno Christ in the shedding of his blood.
Though few are presented such an opportunity, tiesdess all must be prepared to confess
Christ before men. They must be prepared to maketbfession of faith even in the midst of
persecutions, which will never be lacking to theufei, in following the way of the cross.

Likewise, the holiness of the Church is fostered special way by the observance of the
counsels proposed in the Gospel by Our Lord todidisiples.(13*) An eminent position
among these is held by virginity or the celibatdes{231) This is a precious gift of divine
grace given by the Father to certain souls,(232relby they may devote themselves to God
alone the more easily, due to an undivided hebdt) (This perfect continency, out of desire
for the kingdom of heaven, has always been hepairticular honor in the Church. The reason
for this was and is that perfect continency forlthe of God is an incentive to charity, and is
certainly a particular source of spiritual fecugdit the world.
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The Church continually keeps before it the warrohthe Apostle which moved the faithful to
charity, exhorting them to experience personalhat®hrist Jesus had known within Himself.
This was the same Christ Jesus, who "emptied Hfrta&ing the nature of a slave . . .
becoming obedient to death",(233) and because faisg rich, he became poor".(234)
Because the disciples must always offer an imitatiband a testimony to the charity and
humility of Christ, Mother Church rejoices at findi within her bosom men and women who
very closely follow their Saviour who debased Hithsgour comprehension. There are some
who, in their freedom as sons of God, renounce then wills and take upon themselves the
state of poverty. Still further, some become sutpétheir own accord to another man, in the
matter of perfection for love of God. This is begidhe measure of the commandments, but is
done in order to become more fully like the obet@hrist.(15%)

Therefore, all the faithful of Christ are inviteal trive for the holiness and perfection of their
own proper state. Indeed they have an obligatiaotstrive. Let all then have care that they
guide aright their own deepest sentiments of dailneither the use of the things of this
world nor attachment to riches, which is againstgspirit of evangelical poverty, hinder them
in their quest for perfect love Let them heed ttimanition of the Apostle to those who use
this world; let them not come to terms with thisriglpfor this world, as we see it, is passing
away.(235)(16*)

CHAPTER VI
RELIGIOUS

43. The evangelical counsels of chastity dedicaigdod, poverty and obedience are based
upon the words and examples of the Lord. They fether commanded by the apostles and
Fathers of the Church, as well as by the doctadspastors of souls. The counsels are a divine
gift, which the Church received from its Lord antigh it always safeguards with the help of
His grace. Church authority has the duty, undeirthpiration of the Holy Spirit, of

interpreting these evangelical counsels, of reqdaheir practice and finally to build on them
stable forms of living. Thus it has come aboutt,tha if on a tree which has grown in the field
of the Lord, various forms of solidarity and comntytife, as well as various religious
families have branched out in a marvelous and plalivay from this divinely given seed.
Such a multiple and miraculous growth augments tbwhprogress of the members of these
various religious families themselves and the welfa# the entire Body of Christ.(1*) These
religious families give their members the suppdr anore firm stability in their way of life

and a proven doctrine of acquiring perfection. Thether offer their members the support of
fraternal association in the militia of Christ anfdiberty strengthened by obedience. Thus
these religious are able to tranquilly fulfill afedthfully observe their religious profession and
so spiritually rejoicing make progress on the roadharity.(2*)

From the point of view of the divine and hieraréhistructure of the Church, the religious
state of life is not an intermediate state betwtberclerical and lay states. But, rather, the
faithful of Christ are called by God from both teesates of life so that they might enjoy this
particular gift in the life of the Church and thesch in one's own way, may be of some
advantage to the salvific mission of the Church.(3*

44. The faithful of Christ bind themselves to theee aforesaid counsels either by vows, or by
other sacred bonds, which are like vows in therppse. By such a bond, a person is totally
dedicated to God, loved beyond all things. In Wy, that person is ordained to the honor and
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service of God under a new and special title. Iddaeough Baptism a person dies to sin and
is consecrated to God. However, in order that he lmeacapable of deriving more abundant
fruit from this baptismal grace, he intends, by phefession of the evangelical counsels in the
Church, to free himself from those obstacles, winnight draw him away from the fervor of
charity and the perfection of divine worship. Bg profession of the evangelical counsels,
then, he is more intimately consecrated to divemwise.(4*) This consecration will be the
more perfect, in as much as the indissoluble bdnkdeounion of Christ and His bride, the
Church, is represented by firm and more stable $ond

The evangelical counsels which lead to charity (6i) their followers to the Church and its
mystery in a special way. Since this is so, thetspi life of these people should then be
devoted to the welfare of the whole Church. Froms #hnises their duty of working to implant
and strengthen the Kingdom of Christ in souls aneixtend that Kingdom to every clime.
This duty is to be undertaken to the extent ofrtbapacities and in keeping with the proper
type of their own vocation. This can be realizewtigh prayer or active works of the
apostolate. It is for this reason that the Churesgrves and fosters the special character of
her various religious institutes.

The profession of the evangelical counsels, thepears as a sign which can and ought to
attract all the members of the Church to an effecind prompt fulfillment of the duties of

their Christian vocation. The people of God havéasting city here below, but look forward

to one that is to come. Since this is so, the imlg state, whose purpose is to free its members
from earthly cares, more fully manifests to allietrs the presence of heavenly goods already
possessed here below. Furthermore, it not onlyasgas to the fact of a new and eternal life
acquired by the redemption of Christ, but it follstéhe future resurrection and the glory of the
heavenly kingdom. Christ proposed to His disciphes form of life, which He, as the Son of
God, accepted in entering this world to do the wfilthe Father. This same state of life is
accurately exemplified and perpetually made presetite Church. The religious state clearly
manifests that the Kingdom of God and its needa,\ery special way, are raised above all
earthly considerations. Finally it clearly showlsnaén both the unsurpassed breadth of the
strength of Christ the King and the infinite poweéthe Holy Spirit marvelously working in

the Church.

Thus, the state which is constituted by the pradessf the evangelical counsels, though it is
not the hierarchical structure of the Church, néwedess, undeniably belongs to its life and
holiness.

45. It is the duty of the ecclesiastical hierartthyegulate the practice of the evangelical
counsels by law, since it is the duty of the sameainchy to care for the People of God and to
lead them to most fruitful pastures.(236) The inigace of the profession of the evangelical
counsels is seen in the fact that it fosters tiégepion of love of God and love of neighbor in
an outstanding manner and that this professiotreagthened by vows.(6*) Furthermore, the
hierarchy, following with docility the prompting t¢fie Holy Spirit, accepts the rules presented
by outstanding men and women and authenticallyoy@srthese rules after further
adjustments. It also aids by its vigilant and saéding authority those institutes variously
established for the building up of Christ's Bodymder that these same institutes may grow
and flourish according to the spirit of the foursler

Any institute of perfection and its individual meerb may be removed from the jurisdiction
of the local Ordinaries by the Supreme Pontiff andjected to himself alone. This is done in
virtue of his primacy over the entire Church in@rtb more fully provide for the necessities
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of the entire flock of the Lord and in consideratmf the common good.(7*) In like manner,
these institutes may be left or committed to th@rgé of the proper patriarchical authority.
The members of these institutes, in fulfilling thebligation to the Church due to their
particular form of life, ought to show reverencel atedience to bishops according to the
sacred canons. The bishops are owed this respesiidee of their pastoral authority in their
own churches and because of the need of unity amddny in the apostolate.(8*).

The Church not only raises the religious professiotihe dignity of a canonical state by her
approval, but even manifests that this professanstate consecrated to God by the liturgical
setting of that profession. The Church itself, g &uthority given to it by God, accepts the
vows of the newly professed. It begs aid and ghawme God for them by its public prayer. It
commends them to God, imparts a spiritual blessmthem and accompanies their
self-offering by the Eucharistic sacrifice.

46. Religious should carefully keep before theindsi the fact that the Church presents Christ
to believers and non-believers alike in a strikimgnner daily through them. The Church thus
portrays Christ in contemplation on the mountairtis proclamation of the kingdom of God
to the multitudes, in His healing of the sick andimed, in His work of converting sinners to
a better life, in His solicitude for youth and Hjsodness to all men, always obedient to the
will of the Father who sent Him.(9%)

All men should take note that the profession ofd@ngelical counsels, though entailing the
renunciation of certain values which are to be whdedly esteemed, does not detract from a
genuine development of the human persons, butrrghiés very nature is most beneficial to
that development. Indeed the counsels, voluntariyertaken according to each one's personal
vocation, contribute a great deal to the purifmatf heart and spiritual liberty. They
continually stir up the fervor of charity. But espdly they are able to more fully mold the
Christian man to that type of chaste and detadfesdithich Christ the Lord chose for Himself
and which His Mother also embraced. This is cleprbven by the example of so many holy
founders. Let no one think that religious have Ibeestrangers to their fellowmen or useless
citizens of this earthly city by their consecratiéior even though it sometimes happens that
religious do not directly mingle with their contearpries, yet in a more profound sense these
same religious are united with them in the hea@lwfist and spiritually cooperate with them.
In this way the building up of the earthly city magve its foundation in the Lord and may
tend toward Him, lest perhaps those who build ¢fiisshall have labored in vain. (10%)

Therefore, this Sacred Synod encourages and ptas@sen and women, Brothers and
Sisters, who in monasteries, or in schools anditadspor in the missions, adorn the Bride of
Christ by their unswerving and humble faithfulnestheir chosen consecration and render
generous services of all kinds to mankind.

47. Let each of the faithful called to the professof the evangelical counsels, therefore,
carefully see to it that he persevere and ever gnawat vocation God has given him. Let him
do this for the increased holiness of the ChurahtHe greater glory of the one and undivided
Trinity, which in and through Christ is the foumtcathe source of all holiness.

CHAPTER VII

THE ESCHATOLOGICAL NATURE OF THE PILGRIM CHURCH
AND ITSUNIONWITH THE CHURCH IN HEAVEN
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48. The Church, to which we are all called in Gh¥essus, and in which we acquire sanctity
through the grace of God, will attain its full peetion only in the glory of heaven, when there
will come the time of the restoration of all thin@87) At that time the human race as well as
the entire world, which is intimately related tomend attains to its end through him, will be
perfectly reestablished in Christ.(238)

Christ, having been lifted up from the earth hasaar all to Himself.(239) Rising from the
dead(240) He sent His life-giving Spirit upon Hisailples and through Him has established
His Body which is the Church as the universal saera of salvation. Sitting at the right hand
of the Father, He is continually active in the widthat He might lead men to the Church and
through it join them to Himself and that He mighéke them partakers of His glorious life by
nourishing them with His own Body and Blood. Therefthe promised restoration which we
are awaiting has already begun in Christ, is cafieeward in the mission of the Holy Spirit
and through Him continues in the Church in whichlegn the meaning of our terrestrial life
through our faith, while we perform with hope irettuture the work committed to us in this
world by the Father, and thus work out our salva{@41)

Already the final age of the world has come upo242) and the renovation of the world is
irrevocably decreed and is already anticipatedmeskind of a real way; for the Church
already on this earth is signed with a sanctityolhs real although imperfect. However, until
there shall be new heavens and a new earth in vistice dwells,(243) the pilgrim Church in
her sacraments and institutions, which pertaimi®pgresent time, has the appearance of this
world which is passing and she herself dwells anwegtures who groan and travail in pain
until now and await the revelation of the sons ofi§244)

Joined with Christ in the Church and signed with idoly Spirit "who is the pledge of our
inheritance",(245) truly we are called and we amessof God(246) but we have not yet
appeared with Christ in glory,(247) in which we Itba like to God, since we shall see Him
as He is.(248) And therefore "while we are in tbeyy we are exiled from the Lord (249) and
having the first-fruits of the Spirit we groan witlourselves(250) and we desire to be with
Christ™.(251) By that same charity however, weunged to live more for Him, who died for
us and rose again.(252) We strive therefore tospl€od in all things(253) and we put on the
armor of God, that we may be able to stand ag#uestviles of the devil and resist in the evil
day.(254) Since however we know not the day nohtig, on Our Lord's advice we must be
constantly vigilant so that, having finished theise of our earthly life,(255) we may merit to
enter into the marriage feast with Him and to benbered among the blessed(256) and that
we may not be ordered to go into eternal fire(2Ke) the wicked and slothful servant,(258)
into the exterior darkness where "there will bewseping and the gnashing of teeth".(259)
For before we reign with Christ in glory, all of wdll be made manifest "before the tribunal of
Christ, so that each one may receive what he haskvough the body, according to his
works, whether good or evil"(260) and at the enthefworld "they who have done good shall
come forth unto resurrection of life; but those wiawve done evil unto resurrection of
judgment”.(261) Reckoning therefore that "the sufifgs of the present time are not worthy to
be compared with the glory to come that will beeaed in us”,(262) strong in faith we look
for the "blessed hope and the glorious coming ofgneat God and Saviour, Jesus
Christ"(263) "who will refashion the body of oumibness, conforming it to the body of His
glory(264). and who will come "to be glorified indisaints and to be marveled at in all those
who have believed"(265).

49. Until the Lord shall come in His majesty, atidtze angels with Him (266) and death
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being destroyed, all things are subject to Him,§ZbMme of His disciples are exiles on earth,
some having died are purified, and others arearydieholding "clearly God Himself triune
and one, as He is";(1*) but all in various ways dedrees are in communion in the same
charity of God and neighbor and all sing the sagmerhof glory to our God. For all who are in
Christ, having His Spirit, form one Church and gke¢ogether in Him.(268) Therefore the
union of the wayfarers with the brethren who haeeajto sleep in the peace of Christ is not in
the least weakened or interrupted, but on the aontaccording to the perpetual faith of the
Church, is strengthened by communication of s@tigoods.(2*) For by reason of the fact
that those in heaven are more closely united withst, they establish the whole Church more
firmly in holiness, lend nobility to the worship wh the Church offers to God here on earth
and in many ways contribute to its greater ediftcat269)(3*) For after they have been
received into their heavenly home and are presetiiet Lord,(270) through Him and with

Him and in Him they do not cease to intercede wWithFather for us,(4*) showing forth the
merits which they won on earth through the one Miedibetween God and man,(271) serving
God in all things and filling up in their flesh th®things which are lacking of the sufferings of
Christ for His Body which is the Church.(272)(5*hds by their brotherly interest our
weakness is greatly strengthened.

50. Fully conscious of this communion of the whighgstical Body of Jesus Christ, the pilgrim
Church from the very first ages of the Christialigren has cultivated with great piety the
memory of the dead,(6*) and "because it is a hoty\@holesome thought to pray for the dead
that they may be loosed from their sins",(273) alfers suffrages for them. The Church has
always believed that the apostles and Christ'symsantho had given the supreme witness of
faith and charity by the shedding of their blood elosely joined with us in Christ, and she
has always venerated them with special devotigetter with the Blessed Virgin Mary and
the holy angels.(7*) The Church has piously impdiotiee aid of their intercession. To these
were soon added also those who had more closdigtediChrist's virginity and poverty,(8%)
and finally others whom the outstanding practicéhefChristian virtues (9*) and the divine
charisms recommended to the pious devotion anatioit of the faithful.(10*)

When we look at the lives of those who have faitifiollowed Christ, we are inspired with a
new reason for seeking the City that is to comd)2nd at the same time we are shown a
most safe path by which among the vicissitudesisfworld, in keeping with the state in life
and condition proper to each of us, we will be dblarrive at perfect union with Christ, that

is, perfect holiness. (11*) In the lives of thoskeowsharing in our humanity, are however more
perfectly transformed into the image of Christ,(R@ad vividly manifests His presence and
His face to men. He speaks to us in them, and gisessign of His Kingdom,(12*) to which
we are strongly drawn, having so great a clouditfagses over us (276) and such a witness
to the truth of the Gospel.

Nor is it by the title of example only that we ciserthe memory of those in heaven, but still
more in order that the union of the whole Churcly i@ strengthened in the Spirit by the
practice of fraternal charity.(277) For just as iStein communion among wayfarers brings us
closer to Christ, so our companionship with thatsgjoins us to Christ, from Whom as from
its Fountain and Head issues every grace and tiydifeeof the people of God.(13*) It is
supremely fitting, therefore, that we love thoserfds and coheirs of Jesus Christ, who are
also our brothers and extraordinary benefactoes e render due thanks to God for them
(14*) and "suppliantly invoke them and have receurstheir prayers, their power and help in
obtaining benefits from God through His Son, J&Shisst, who is our Redeemer and
Saviour."(15*) For every genuine testimony of Iel®wn by us to those in heaven, by its very
nature tends toward and terminates in Christ whbds'crown of all saints,"(16*) and through
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Him, in God Who is wonderful in his saints and iagnified in them.(17*)

Our union with the Church in heaven is put inteeffin its noblest manner especially in the
sacred Liturgy, wherein the power of the Holy SpaGts upon us through sacramental signs.
Then, with combined rejoicing we celebrate togetherpraise of the divine majesty;(18*)
then all those from every tribe and tongue and |geapd nation (278) who have been
redeemed by the blood of Christ and gathered tegatto one Church, with one song of
praise magnify the one and triune God. Celebrahegzucharistic sacrifice therefore, we are
most closely united to the Church in heaven in comion with and venerating the memory
first of all of the glorious ever-Virgin Mary, oflBssed Joseph and the blessed apostles and
martyrs and of all the saints.(19*)

51. This Sacred Council accepts with great devdtimvenerable faith of our ancestors
regarding this vital fellowship with our brethremavare in heavenly glory or who having died
are still being purified; and it proposes againdeerees of the Second Council of Nicea,(20%)
the Council of Florence (21*) and the Council oéiit.(22*) And at the same time, in
conformity with our own pastoral interests, we uafleconcerned, if any abuses, excesses or
defects have crept in here or there, to do whiattiseir power to remove or correct them, and
to restore all things to a fuller praise of Chastl of God. Let them therefore teach the faithful
that the authentic cult of the saints consistsseanuch in the multiplying of external acts, but
rather in the greater intensity of our love, wherdbr our own greater good and that of the
whole Church, we seek from the saints "examplé&éir twvay of life, fellowship in their
communion, and aid by their intercession."(23*) tba other hand, let them teach the faithful
that our communion with those in heaven, provided it is understood in the fuller light of
faith according to its genuine nature, in no waykens, but conversely, more thoroughly
enriches the latreutic worship we give to God ththér, through Christ, in the Spirit.(24*)

For all of us, who are sons of God and constitai family in Christ.(279) as long as we
remain in communion with one another in mutual t@nd in one praise of the most holy
Trinity, are corresponding with the intimate vooatiof the Church and partaking in foretaste
the liturgy of consummate glory.(25*) For when Ghshall appear and the glorious
resurrection of the dead will take place, the glafrgsod will light up the heavenly City and
the Lamb will be the lamp thereof.(280) Then theolelChurch of the saints in the supreme
happiness of charity will adore God and "the Lanttowvas slain”,(281) proclaiming with one
voice: "To Him who sits upon the throne, and tolteenb blessing, and honor, and glory, and
dominion forever and ever".(282)

CHAPTER VIII

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
INTHE MYSTERY OF CHRIST AND THE CHURCH

l. Introduction

52. Wishing in His supreme goodness and wisdonfféatethe redemption of the world,
"when the fullness of time came, God sent His $omnp of a woman, ..that we might receive
the adoption of sons".(283) "He for us men, andfiarsalvation, came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit from the Mirglary."(1*) This divine mystery of
salvation is revealed to us and continued in ther€ which the Lord established as His
body. Joined to Christ the Head and in the unitietbdwship with all His saints, the faithful
must in the first place reverence the memory "efdlorious ever Virgin Mary, Mother of our
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God and Lord Jesus Christ".(2*)

53. The Virgin Mary, who at the message of the Arepeived the Word of God in her heart
and in her body and gave Life to the world, is askiedged and honored as being truly the
Mother of God and Mother of the Redeemer. Rededmadason of the merits of her Son and
united to Him by a close and indissoluble tie, ishendowed with the high office and dignity
of being the Mother of the Son of God, by whichaet she is also the beloved daughter of
the Father and the temple of the Holy Spirit. Beeaof this gift of sublime grace she far
surpasses all creatures, both in heaven and dm éarthe same time, however, because she
belongs to the offspring of Adam she is one withtadse who are to be saved. She is "the
mother of the members of Christ . . . having coafest by charity that faithful might be born
in the Church, who are members of that Head."(3hevéfore she is hailed as a pre-eminent
and singular member of the Church, and as its @ayjgeexcellent exemplar in faith and charity.
The Catholic Church, taught by the Holy Spirit, boaher with filial affection and piety as a
most beloved mother.

54. Wherefore this Holy Synod, in expounding thetdoe on the Church, in which the divine
Redeemer works salvation, intends to describe aiittpence both the role of the Blessed
Virgin in the mystery of the Incarnate Word and kigstical Body, and the duties of
redeemed mankind toward the Mother of God, whoather of Christ and mother of men,
particularly of the faithful. It does not, howevlgve it in mind to give a complete doctrine on
Mary, nor does it wish to decide those questiongvthe work of theologians has not yet
fully clarified. Those opinions therefore may bedally retained which are propounded in
Catholic schools concerning her, who occupies egplathe Church which is the highest after
Christ and yet very close to us.(4*)

II. The Role of the Blessed Mother in the Economfy®alvation

55. The Sacred Scriptures of both the Old and e WMestament, as well as ancient Tradition
show the role of the Mother of the Saviour in toereomy of salvation in an ever clearer light
and draw attention to it. The books of the Old @esnt describe the history of salvation, by
which the coming of Christ into the world was slgwlepared. These earliest documents, as
they are read in the Church and are understodtkifight of a further and full revelation,

bring the figure of the woman, Mother of the Redegrnmto a gradually clearer light. When it
is looked at in this way, she is already prophdtidareshadowed in the promise of victory
over the serpent which was given to our first perafter their fall into sin.(284) Likewise she
is the Virgin who shall conceive and bear a somsetname will be called Emmanuel.(285)
She stands out among the poor and humble of thak ldro confidently hope for and receive
salvation from Him. With her the exalted DaughteSmn, and after a long expectation of the
promise, the times are fulfilled and the new Ecop@stablished, when the Son of God took a
human nature from her, that He might in the mysteaf His flesh free man from sin.

56. The Father of mercies willed that the incaorashould be preceded by the acceptance of
her who was predestined to be the mother of His Sothat just as a woman contributed to
death, so also a woman should contribute to lifatTs true in outstanding fashion of the
mother of Jesus, who gave to the world Him whoifie itself and who renews all things, and
who was enriched by God with the gifts which bsfith a role. It is no wonder therefore that
the usage prevailed among the Fathers wherebyctikeyl the mother of God entirely holy

and free from all stain of sin, as though fashiobgthe Holy Spirit and formed as a new
creature.(5*) Adorned from the first instant of leenception with the radiance of an entirely
unique holiness, the Virgin of Nazareth is greeted(God's command, by an angel messenger
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as "full of grace",(286) and to the heavenly megseshe replies: "Behold the handmaid of
the Lord, be it done unto me according to thy wd&87) Thus Mary, a daughter of Adam,
consenting to the divine Word, became the mothdestis, the one and only Mediator.
Embracing God's salvific will with a full heart amdpeded by no sin, she devoted herself
totally as a handmaid of the Lord to the personwork of her Son, under Him and with Him,
by the grace of almighty God, serving the mystémedemption. Rightly therefore the holy
Fathers see her as used by God not merely in aspagay, but as freely cooperating in the
work of human salvation through faith and obediefk@e, as St. Irenaeus says, she "being
obedient, became the cause of salvation for heagelffor the whole human race."(6*) Hence
not a few of the early Fathers gladly assert iiir fneaching, "The knot of Eve's disobedience
was untied by Mary's obedience; what the virgin Bgand through her unbelief, the Virgin
Mary loosened by her faith."(7*) Comparing Mary wive, they call her "the Mother of the
living,"(8*) and still more often they say: "dedtirough Eve, life through Mary."(9%)

57. This union of the Mother with the Son in therkvof salvation is made manifest from the
time of Christ's virginal conception up to His dedtis shown first of all when Mary, arising
in haste to go to visit Elizabeth, is greeted bydseblessed because of her belief in the
promise of salvation and the precursor leaped joithin the womb of his mother.(288) This
union is manifest also at the birth of Our Lord,onhd not diminish His mother's virginal
integrity but sanctified it,(10*) when the Mothdr®od joyfully showed her firstborn Son to
the shepherds and Magi. When she presented Hihetbdrd in the temple, making the
offering of the poor, she heard Simeon foretellmghe same time that her Son would be a
sign of contradiction and that a sword would pidgfeemother's soul, that out of many hearts
thoughts might be revealed.(289) When the Childgdegs lost and they had sought Him
sorrowing, His parents found Him in the templeegtakip with the things that were His
Father's business; and they did not understandane of their Son. His Mother indeed kept
these things to be pondered over in her heart.(290)

58. In the public life of Jesus, Mary makes sigmifit appearances. This is so even at the very
beginning, when at the marriage feast of Cana, oh@xith pity, she brought about by her
intercession the beginning of miracles of Jesudvtessiah.(291) In the course of her Son's
preaching she received the words whereby in ertphli kingdom beyond the calculations and
bonds of flesh and blood, He declared blessed(@@®e who heard and kept the word of
God, as she was faithfully doing.(293) After thianmer the Blessed Virgin advanced in her
pilgrimage of faith, and faithfully persevered iertunion with her Son unto the cross, where
she stood, in keeping with the divine plan,(294@\gng exceedingly with her only begotten
Son, uniting herself with a maternal heart with sagrifice, and lovingly consenting to the
immolation of this Victim which she herself had bght forth. Finally, she was given by the
same Christ Jesus dying on the cross as a motlbs wisciple with these words: "Woman,
behold thy son".(295) (11%*)

59. But since it has pleased God not to manifdsnsaly the mystery cf the salvation of the
human race before He would pour forth the Spiinpised by Christ, we see the apostles
before the day of Pentecost "persevering with omelnm prayer with the women and Mary
the Mother of Jesus, and with His brethren",(29%) Bary by her prayers imploring the gift
of the Spirit, who had already overshadowed hénénAnnunciation. Finally, the Immaculate
Virgin, preserved free from all guilt of originahg(12*) on the completion of her earthly
sojourn, was taken up body and soul into heavebolyg13*) and exalted by the Lord as
Queen of the universe, that she might be the miedonfimed to her Son, the Lord of
lords(297) and the conqueror of sin and death.(14*)
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[ll. On the Blessed Virgin and the Church

60. There is but one Mediator as we know from tloeds of the apostle, "for there is one God
and one mediator of God and men, the man ChrisssJaso gave himself a redemption for
all*.(298) The maternal duty of Mary toward memmwise obscures or diminishes this
unique mediation of Christ, but rather shows Hig@o For all the salvific influence of the
Blessed Virgin on men originates, not from someeimmecessity, but from the divine pleasure.
It flows forth from the superabundance of the nseoit Christ, rests on His mediation, depends
entirely on it and draws all its power from it.io way does it impede, but rather does it foster
the immediate union of the faithful with Christ.

61. Predestined from eternity by that decree ahédiprovidence which determined the
incarnation of the Word to be the Mother of God Biessed Virgin was in this earth the
virgin Mother of the Redeemer, and above all otlagicin a singular way the generous
associate and humble handmaid of the Lord. Sheecesdt, brought forth and nourished
Christ. she presented Him to the Father in the lenamd was united with Him by compassion
as He died on the Cross. In this singular way sloperated by her obedience, faith, hope and
burning charity in the work of the Saviour in gigiback supernatural life to souls. Wherefore
she is our mother in the order of grace.

62. This maternity of Mary in the order of gracg#e with the consent which she gave in
faith at the Annunciation and which she sustaingbdout wavering beneath the cross, and
lasts until The eternal fulfillment of all the eteGaken up to heaven she did not lay aside this
salvific duty, but by her constant intercessiontoared to bring us the gifts of eternal
salvation.(15*) By her maternal charity, she cdogshe brethren of her Son, who still journey
on earth surrounded by dangers and cultics, Uy aire led into the happiness of their true
home. Therefore the Blessed Virgin is invoked &y @hurch under the titles of Advocate,
Auxiliatrix, Adjutrix, and Mediatrix.(16*) This, haever, is to be so understood that it neither
takes away from nor adds anything to the dignity efficaciousness of Christ the one
Mediator.(17*)

For no creature could ever be counted as equalthatincarnate Word and Redeemer. Just as
the priesthood of Christ is shared in various wagth by the ministers and by the faithful, and
as the one goodness of God is really communicatéddferent ways to His creatures, so also
the unique mediation of the Redeemer does not dgdbut rather gives rise to a manifold
cooperation which is but a sharing in this one seur

The Church does not hesitate to profess this sutaisdrole of Mary. It knows it through
unfailing experience of it and commends it to tlearts of the faithful, so that encouraged by
this maternal help they may the more intimatelyeadho the Mediator and Redeemer.

63. By reason of the gift and role of divine matigtrby which she is united with her Son, the
Redeemer, and with His singular graces and funstithre Blessed Virgin is also intimately
united with the Church. As St. Ambrose taught,Mwther of God is a type of the Church in
the order of faith, charity and perfect union withrist.(18*) For in the mystery of the Church,
which is itself rightly called mother and virgimet Blessed Virgin stands out in eminent and
singular fashion as exemplar both of virgin andhmeot(19*) By her belief and obedience, not
knowing man but overshadowed by the Holy Spirittheessnew Eve she brought forth on earth
the very Son of the Father, showing an undefil&ti faot in the word of the ancient serpent,
but in that of God's messenger. The Son whom sheght forth is He whom God placed as
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the first-born among many brethren,(299) namelyfaitéful, in whose birth and education
she cooperates with a maternal love.

64. The Church indeed, contemplating her hiddeotggnimitating her charity and faithfully
fulfilling the Father's will, by receiving the wof God in faith becomes herself a mother. By
her preaching she brings forth to a new and imrhbigathe sons who are born to her in
baptism, conceived of the Holy Spirit and born @dGShe herself is a virgin, who keeps the
faith given to her by her Spouse whole and enltingating the mother of her Lord, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit, she keeps with virginalrppy an entire faith, a firm hope and a
sincere charity.(20%)

65. But while in the most holy Virgin the Churchshalready reached that perfection whereby
she is without spot or wrinkle, the followers ofrh still strive to increase in holiness by
conquering sin.(300) And so they turn their eyeBl&ny who shines forth to the whole
community of the elect as the model of virtuesuBlp meditating on her and contemplating
her in the light of the Word made man, the Churdh weverence enters more intimately into
the great mystery of the Incarnation and become® rmawxad more like her Spouse. For Mary,
who since her entry into salvation history unitefierself and re-echoes the greatest teachings
of the faith as she is proclaimed and veneratdls, itee faithful to her Son and His sacrifice
and to the love of the Father. Seeking after tbeygtf Christ, the Church becomes more like
her exalted Type, and continually progresses ih faiope and charity, seeking and doing the
will of God in all things. Hence the Church, in lagrostolic work also, justly looks to her,
who, conceived of the Holy Spirit, brought forthr@h, who was born of the Virgin that
through the Church He may be born and may increatbee hearts of the faithful also. The
Virgin in her own life lived an example of that raatal love, by which it behooves that all
should be animated who cooperate in the apostasisiam of the Church for the regeneration
of men.

IV. The Cult of the Blessed Virgin in the Church

66. Placed by the grace of God, as God's Mothet,toeher Son, and exalted above all angels
and men, Mary intervened in the mysteries of Clamst is justly honored by a special cult in
the Church. Clearly from earliest times the Blesgedin is honored under the title of Mother
of God, under whose protection the faithful tookuge in all their dangers and
necessities.(21*) Hence after the Synod of Eph#susult of the people of God toward Mary
wonderfully increased in veneration and love, woication and imitation, according to her
own prophetic words: "All generations shall call biessed, because He that is mighty hath
done great things to me".(301) This cult, as itaglsvexisted, although it is altogether singular,
differs essentially from the cult of adoration winis offered to the Incarnate Word, as well to
the Father and the Holy Spirit, and it is most falde to it. The various forms of piety toward
the Mother of God, which the Church within the lisnof sound and orthodox doctrine,
according to the conditions of time and place, #nednature and ingenuity of the faithful has
approved, bring it about that while the Mother ambred, the Son, through whom all things
have their being (302) and in whom it has pleaked-ather that all fullness should
dwell,(303) is rightly known, loved and glorifiedé@that all His commands are observed.

67. This most Holy Synod deliberately teaches @atholic doctrine and at the same time
admonishes all the sons of the Church that the esyttecially the liturgical cult, of the Blessed
Virgin, be generously fostered, and the practicebexercises of piety, recommended by the
magisterium of the Church toward her in the cowfseenturies be made of great moment, and
those decrees, which have been given in the eayly ikgarding the cult of images of Christ,
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the Blessed Virgin and the saints, be religiouslyayved.(22*) But it exhorts theologians and
preachers of the divine word to abstain zealousth from all gross exaggerations as well as
from petty narrow-mindedness in considering thgwliar dignity of the Mother of God.(23*)
Following the study of Sacred Scripture, the HodyHers, the doctors and liturgy of the
Church, and under the guidance of the Church'ssteagim, let them rightly illustrate the
duties and privileges of the Blessed Virgin whithays look to Christ, the source of all truth,
sanctity and piety. Let them assiduously keep away whatever, either by word or deed,
could lead separated brethren or any other intwr eegarding the true doctrine of the Church.
Let the faithful remember moreover that true demotionsists neither in sterile or transitory
affection, nor in a certain vain credulity, but peeds from true faith, by which we are led to
know the excellence of the Mother of God, and veeraoved to a filial love toward our
mother and to the imitation of her virtues.

V. Mary the sign of created hope and solace to wendering people of God

68. In the interim just as the Mother of Jesustifgml in body and soul in heaven, is the
image and beginning of the Church as it is to lréepted is the world to come, so too does
she shine forth on earth, until the day of the Lsindll come,(304) as a sign of sure hope and
solace to the people of God during its sojourn anthe

69. It gives great joy and comfort to this holy ayaheral Synod that even among the separated
brethren there are some who give due honor to thiad of our Lord and Saviour, especially
among the Orientals, who with devout mind and fetwapulse give honor to the Mother of
God, ever virgin.(24*) The entire body of the féithpours forth instant supplications to the
Mother of God and Mother of men that she, who aithedoeginnings of the Church by her
prayers, may now, exalted as she is above allnpela and saints, intercede before her Son in
the fellowship of all the saints, until all fam#i®f people, whether they are honored with the
title of Christian or whether they still do not kmahe Saviour, may be happily gathered
together in peace and harmony into one people df @o the glory of the Most Holy and
Undivided Trinity.

Each and all these items which are set forth s dleigmatic Constitution have met with the
approval of the Council Fathers. And We by the sgmspower given Us by Christ together
with the Venerable Fathers in the Holy Spirit, apya, decree and establish it and command
that what has thus been decided in the Councitb@ypligated for the glory of God.

Given in Rome at St. Peter's on November 21, 1964.

APPENDI X
From the Acts of the Council*

'‘NOTIFICATIONES' GIVEN BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL
OF THE COUNCIL AT THE 123rd GENERAL CONGREGATION,
NOVEMBER 16, 1964

A question has arisen regarding the precise thembgote which should be attached to the
doctrine that is set forth in the Schema de Ecalasd is being put to a vote.

The Theological Commission has given the followiagponse regarding the Modi that have
to do with Chapter Il of the de Ecclesia Schenfs i5s self-evident, the Council's text must
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always be interpreted in accordance with the génegles that are known to all.”

On this occasion the Theological Commission makésence to its Declaration of March 6,
1964, the text of which we transcribe here:

"Taking conciliar custom into consideration ancdlse pastoral purpose of the present
Council, the sacred Council defines as bindingn@nGhurch only those things in matters of
faith and morals which it shall openly declare gokdinding. The rest of the things which the
sacred Council sets forth, inasmuch as they areettehing of the Church's supreme
magisterium, ought. to be accepted and embraceddly and every one of Christ's faithful
according to the mind of the sacred Council. Thedwf the Council becomes known either
from the matter treated or from its manner of spegkn accordance with the norms of
theological interpretation.”

**The following was published as an appendix to difiécial Latin version of the Constitution
on the Church.**

A preliminary note of explanation is being givertihe Council Fathers from higher-authority,
regarding the Modi bearing on Chapter Ill of théd&wa de Ecclesia; the doctrine set forth in
Chapter Ill ought to be-explained and understooacgordance with the meaning and intent of
this explanatory note.

Preliminary Note of Explanation

The Commission has decided to preface the assessirttie Modi with the following general
observations.

1. "College” is not understood in a strictly juddi sense, that is as a group of equals who
entrust their power to their president, but asablstgroup whose structure and authority must
be learned from Revelation. For this reason, ityrepModus 12 it is expressly said of the
Twelve that the Lord set them up "as a collegdairle group.” Cf. also Modus 53, c.

For the same reason, the words "Ordo" or "Corpues'iaed throughout with reference to the
College of bishops. The parallel between Peterthhadest of the Apostles on the one hand,
and between the Supreme Pontiff and the bishoplseoather hand, does not imply the
transmission of the Apostles' extraordinary powsetheir successors; nor does it imply, as is
obvious, equality between the head of the Collegkits members, but only a proportionality
between the first relationship (Peter-Apostles) tnedsecond (Pope-bishops). Thus the
Commission decided to write "pari ratione, " naddem ratione," in n. 22. Cf. Modus 57.

2. A person becomes a member of the College byevnt Episcopal consecration and by
hierarchical communion with the head of the Collagd with its members. Cf. n. 22, end of 1
1.

In his consecration a person is given an ontologiagicipation in the sacred functions
[munera]; this is absolutely clear from Traditidityrgical tradition included. The word
"functions [munera]" is used deliberately inste&the word "powers [potestates],” because
the latter word could be understood as a powey faldy to act. But for this power to be fully
ready to act, there must be a further canonicplratical determination through the
hierarchical authority. This determination of powan consist in the granting of a particular
office or in the allotment of subjects, and it e according to the norms approved by the
supreme authority. An additional norm of this sentequired by the very nature of the case,
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because it involves functions [munera] which mwesekercised by many subjects cooperating
in a hierarchical manner in accordance with Clsristll. It is evident that this "communion”
was applied in the Church's life according to tineurnstances of the time, before it was
codified as law.

For this reason it is clearly stated that hierarahtommunion with the head and members of
the church is required. Communion is a notion wischeld in high honor in the ancient
Church (and also today, especially in the Eastyéier, it is not understood as some kind of
vague disposition, but as an organic reality whediuires a juridical form and is animated by
charity. Hence the Commission, almost unanimoutdgjded that this wording should be
used: "in hierarchical communion.” Cf. Modus 40 #mel statements on canonical mission (n.
24).

The documents of recent Pontiffs regarding thesgliction of bishops must be interpreted in
terms of this necessary determination of powers.

3. The College, which does not exist without thadjes said "to exist also as the subject of
supreme and full power in the universal Church.isThust be admitted of necessity so that
the fullness of power belonging to the Roman Pbrstinot called into question. For the
College, always and of necessity, includes its hbadause in the college he preserves
unhindered his function as Christ's Vicar and agd?af the universal Church. In other
words, it is not a distinction between the Romantfoand the bishops taken collectively, but
a distinction between the Roman Pontiff taken sep§rand the Roman Pontiff together with
the bishops. Since the Supreme Ponitiff is healeCiollege, he alone is able to perform
certain actions which are not at all within the patence of the bishops, e.g., convoking the
College and directing it, approving norms of actietc. Cf. Modus 81. It is up to the judgment
of the Supreme Pontiff, to whose care Christ's @lfloick has been entrusted, to determine,
according to the needs of the Church as they chavgyethe course of centuries, the way in
which this care may best be exercised-whethempiaraonal or a collegial way. The Roman
Pontiff, taking account of the Church's welfaregqareds according to his own discretion in
arranging, promoting and approving the exerciseotiegial activity.

4. As Supreme Pastor of the Church, the SupremgffRzan always exercise his power at
will, as his very office demands. Though it is ay@an existence, the College is not as a result
permanently engaged in strictly collegial activitye Church's Tradition makes this clear. In
other words, the College is not always "fully aet[in actu pleno]"; rather, it acts as a college
in the strict sense only from time to time and omith the consent of its head. The phrase
"with the consent of its head" is used to avoiditiea of dependence on some kind of
outsider; the term "consent" suggests rather cononuretween the head and the members,
and implies the need for an act which belongs pippe the competence of the head. This is
explicitly affirmed in n. 22, 12, and is explainatithe end of that section. The word "only"
takes in all cases. It is evident from this that tlorms approved by the supreme authority
must always be observed. Cf. Modus 84.

It is clear throughout that it is a question of bBighops acting in conjunction with their head,
never of the bishops acting independently of theePtn the latter instance, without the action
of the head, the bishops are not able to act aslage: this is clear from the concept of
"College." This hierarchical communion of all thishmops with the Supreme Pontiff is
certainly firmly established in Tradition.

N.B. Without hierarchical communion the ontologgaeramental function [munus], which is
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to be distinguished from the juridico-canonicalegpcannot be exercised. However, the
Commission has decided that it should not enterdguiestion of liceity and validity. These
questions are left to theologians to discuss-sigatlif the question of the power exercised de
facto among the separated Eastern Churches, alich there are various explanations.”

+ PERICLE FELICI
Titular Archbishop of Samosata
Secretary General of the Second Vatican Ecumefioahcil
NOTES
1 Cf. Mk. 16, 15.
2 Col. 1, 15.
3 Rom. 8, 29.
4 Cf. Eph. 1, 4-5 and 10.
5 Cf. Jn. 19, 34.
6Jn. 12, 32.
71Corb5, 7.
8 Cf. 1 Cor. 10, 17.
9 Cf. Jn. 17, 4.
10 Cf Eph. 1, 18.
11 CfJn. 4, 14; 7, 38-39.
12 Cf. Rom. 8, 10-11.
13 Cf. Cor. 3, 16; 6, 19.
14 Cf. Gal. 4,6; Rom. 8, 15-16 and 26.
15 Cf. Jn. 16, 13.
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(12) Cfr. S. Augustinus, Bapt. c. Donat. V, 28, B®;43, 197: Certe manifestum est, id quod

http://mww.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vah_council/document

3/27/2008 1:18 P!



Dogmatic Constitution on the Church - Lumen Gentium http://mww.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vah_council/document
dicitur, in Ecdesia intus et foris, in corde, narcorpore cogitandum. Cfr. ib., 1ll, 19, 26: col.
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(14) Cfr. Leo XIIl, Epist. Apost. Praeclara gratidais, 20 iun. 1894; AAS 26 (1893-94) p.
707.

(15) Cfr. Leo XIIl, Epist. Encycl. Satis cognitu@9 iun. 1896: ASS 28 (1895-96) p. 738.
Epist. Encycl. Caritatis studium, 25 iul. 1898: AS5(1898-99) p. 11. Pius XIl, Nuntius
radioph. Nell'alba, 24 dec. 1941: AAS 34 (19422D.
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(21) Cfr. Benedictus XV, Epist. Apost. Maximum BluAAS 11 (1919) p. 440, praesertim p.
451 ss. Pius Xl, Litt. Encycl. Rerum Ecclesiae: ARS(1926) p. 68-69. Pius XIlI, Litt. Encycl.
Fidei Donum, 21 apr. 1957: AAS 49 (1957) pp. 236-23

(22) Cfr. Didache, 14: ed. Funk I, p. 32. S. lusinDial. 41: PG 6, 564. S. Irenaeus, Adv.
Haer. IV 17, 5; PG 7, 1023; Harvey, 2, p. 199 sn€drid., Sess. 22, cap. 1; Denz. 939
(1742).

Chapter llI
(1) Cfr. Conc. Vat. |, Sess. IV, Const. Dogm. Pasagternus. Denz. 1821 (3050 s.).

(2) Cfr. Conc. Flor., Decretum pro Graecis: Dert4 ¢1307) et Conc. Vat. |, ib.: Denz. 1826
(3059)

(3) Cfr. Liber sacramentorum S. Gregorii, Praefati€athedra S. Petri, in natali S. Mathiae et
S. Thomas: PL 78, 50, 51 et 152. S. Hilarius, In67s10: PL 9, 4S0; CSEL 22, p. 286.
S.Hieronymus, Adv. lovin. 1, 26: PL 23, 247 A. Sughistinus, In Ps. 86, 4. PL 37, 1103. S.
Gregorius M., Mor. in lob, XXVIII, V: PL 76, 455-4b Primasius, Comm. in Apoc. V: PL 68,
924 BC. Paschasius Radb., In Matth. L. VIII, cafr. RL 120, 561 C. Cfr. Leo XIlI, Epist. Et
sane, 17 dec. 1888: AAS 21 (1888) p. 321.

(4) Cfr. Act 6, 2-6; 11, 30; 13, 1, 14, 23; 20, 17Thess. 5, 12-13; Phil. 1, 1 Col. 4, 11, et
passim.

(5) Cfr. Act. 20, 25-27; 2 Tim. 4, 6 s. coll. cTim. 5, 22; 2 Tim. 2, 2 Tit. 1, 5; S. Clem. Rom.,
Ad Cor. 44, 3; ed. Funk, 1, p. 156.

(6) S. Clem. Rom., ad Cor. 44, 2; ed. Funk, I,51 §.
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(7) Cfr. Tertull., Praescr. Haer. 32; PL 2, 52%.|gnatius M., passim.
(8) Cfr. Tertull., Praescr. Haer. 32; PL 2, 53.

(9) Cfr. S. Irenaeus, Adv. Haer. I, 3, 1; PG 488A; Harvey 2, 8; Sagnard, p. 100 s.:
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(16) Cfr. Leo XIIl, Epist. Et sane, 17 dec. 1888321 (1888) p. 321 s.
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(18) Conc. Trid., Sess. 23, cap. 3, citat verban2 T, 6-7, ut demonstret Ordinem esse verum
sacramentum: Denz. 959 (1766).

(19) In Trad. Apost. 3, ed. Botte, Sources Chr.,2330, Episcopo tribuitur primatus
sacerdotii. Cfr. Sacramentarium Leonianum, ed. Ghliderg, Sacramentarium Veronense,
Romae, 195S, p. 119: ad summi sacerdotii ministeriu”Comple in sacerdotibus tuis mysterii
tui summam.... Idem, Liber Sacramentorum Romana&giae Romae, 1960, pp. 121-122:
Tribuas eis, Domine, cathedram episcopalem ad dagertEcclesiam tuam et plebem
universam.. Cfr. PL 78, 224.

(20) Trad. Apost. 2, ed. Botte, p. 27.

(21) Conc. Trid., Sess. 23, cap. 4, docet Ordiacsamentum imprimere characterem
indelebilem: Denz. 960 (1767) . Cfr. loannes XXAlloc. lubilate Deo, 8 maii 1960: AAS S2
(1960) p. 466. Palllus VI, Homelia in Bas, Vatica®@ oct. 1963: AAS 55 (1963) p. 1014.

(22) S. Cyprianus, Epist. 63, 14: PL 4, 386; HatteB, p. 713: Saccrdos vice Christi vere
fungitur .. S. lo. Chrysostomus, In 2 Tim. Hom42PG 62, 612: Saccrdos est symbolon .
Christi. S. Ambrosius, In Ps. 38, 25-26: PL 14, 16&2: CSEL 64, 203- 204. Ambrosiascr In
| Tim. S 19: PL 17,479 C ctin Eph. 4, 1;-12: @87. C. Theodorus Mops., from. Catech.
XV, 21 ct 24: ed. Tonneau, pp. 497 et 503. Hesyeharos., In Lcv. L. 2, 9, 23: PG 93, 894
B.

(23) Cfr. Eusebius, Hist. ecl., V, 24, 10: GCSllIp. 49S; cd. Bardy, Sources Chr. II, p. 69
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Dionysius, apud Eusebium, ib. VII 5, 2: GCS 11p2638 s.; Bardy, Il, p. 168 s.

(24) Cfr. de antiquis Conciliis, Eusebius, HistcE¥/, 23-24: GCS 11, 1, p. 488 ss.; Bardy,
11, p. 66 ss. et. passim. Conc. Nicaenum. CanoBc.(Dec. Decr. p. 7.

(25) Tertullianus, de Iciunio, 13: PL 2, 972 B; ASHO, p. 292,lin. 13-16.
(26) S. Cyprianus, Epist. 56, 3: Hartel, 111 B6$0; Bayard, p.154.
(27) Cfr. Relatio officialis Zinelli, in Conc. Vat. Mansi S2,1 109 C.

(28) Cfr. Conc. Vat. 1, Schema Const. dogm. 1IEddesia Christi, c. 4. Mansi S3, 310. Cfr.
Relatio Kleutgen de Schemate reformato: Mansi 33,B8- 322 B et declaratio Zinelli: Mansi
52 1110 A. Vide etiam S. Leonem M. Scrm. 4, 3: BLE1 A.

(29) Cfr. Cod. lur. Can., c. 227.
(30) Cfr. Conc. Vat. I, Const.Dogm. Pastor aetedenz. 1821 (3050 s.).

(31) Cfr. S. Cyprianus, Epist. 66, 8: Hartel 111p2733: .. Episcopus in Ecclesia et Ecclesia
in Episcopo ..

(32) Cfr. S. Cyprianus, Epist. SS, 24: Hartel, 42 dine. 13: . Una Ecclesia per totum
mundum in multa membra divisa .. Epist. 36, 4: elag. 575, lin. 20-21.

(33) Cfr. Pius XIlI, Litt. Encycl. Fidci Donum, 2Ja 1957: AAS 49 (1957) p. 237.

(34) Cfr. S. Hilarius Pict., In Ps. 14, 3: PL 962C@SEL 22, p. 86. S. Gregorius M., Moral, IV,
7,12: PL 75, 643 C. Ps.Basilius, In Is. 15, 296:30, 637 C.

(35) S. Coelestinus, Epist. 18, 1-2, ad Conc. Bph.50, 505 AB- Schwartz, Acta Conc. Oec.
1, 1,1, p. 22. Cfr. Benedictus XV, Epist. Apostakimum illud: AAS 11 (1919) p. 440, Pius
XI. Litt. Encycl. Rerum Ecclesiae, 28 febr. 1926A% 18 (1926) p. 69. Pius XIlI, Litt. Encycl.
Fidei Donum, 1. c.

(36) Leo XllI, Litt. Encycl. | Grande munus, 30 $ep880: ASS 13 (1880) p. 14S. Cfr. Cod.
lur. | Can., c. 1327; c. 13S0 2.

(37) De iuribus Sedium patriarchalium, cfr. Conecdénum, | can. 6 de Alexandria et
Antiochia, et can. 7 de Hierosolymis: Conc. | GBecr., p. 8. Conc. Later. IV, anno 1215,
Constit. V: De dignigate Patriarcharum: ibid. p22{LConc. Ferr.-Flor.: ibid. p. 504.

(38) Cfr. Cod. luris pro Eccl. | Orient., c. 2164 e Patriarchis; c. 324-399: de
Archiepiscopis | maioribus; c. 362-391: de aliigrdtariis; in specie, c. 238 3; 216; 240; 251,
255: de Episcopis a Patriarch nominandis.

(39) Cfr. Conc. Trid., Decr. de I reform., SesscV2, n. 9; et Sess. | XXIV, can. 4; Conc.
Oec. Decr. pp. 645 et 739.

(40) Cfr. Conc. Vat. I, Const. dogm. Dei Filius,3enz. 17121 (3011). Cfr. nota adiecta ad
Schema | de Eccl. (desumpta ex.S. Rob. BellarmMapsi 51, | 579 C, necnon Schema
reformatum | Const. Il de Ecclesia Christi, cunoiranentario Kleutgen: Mansi 53, 313 AB.
Pius IX, Epist. Tuas libener: Denz. 1683 (2879).
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(41) Cfr. Cod. lur. Can., c. 1322-1323.

(42) Cfr. Conc. Vat. |, Const. dogm. Pastor Aecridsnz. 1839 (3074).

(43) Cfr. ecplicatio Gasscr in Conc. Vat. I: MaBgj 1213 AC.

(44) Gasser, ib.: Mansi 1214 A.

(45) Gasser, ib.: Mansi 1215 CD, 1216-1217 A.

(46) Gasser, ib.: Mansi 1213.

(47) Conc. Vat. |, Const. dogm. Pastor AesernuBefiz. 1836 (3070) no. 26

(48) Oratio consecrationis cpiscopalis in ritu bymao: Euchologion to mega, Romae, 1873,
p. 139.

(49) Cfr. S. Ignatius M. Smyrn 8, 1: ed. Funk, 1282.

(50) Cfr. Act. 8, 1; 14, 22-23; 20, 17, et passim.

(51) Oratio mozarabica: PL 96 7S9 B

(52) Cfr. S. Ignatius M., Smyrn 8, 1: ed. Funky.|282.

(53) S. Thomas, Summa Theol. Ill, g. 73, a. 3.

(54) Cfr. S. Augustinus, C. Faustum, 12, 20: PL2BS Serm. 57, 7: PL 38, 389, etc.
(55) S. Leo M., Serm. 63, 7: PL 54, 3S7 C.

(56) Traditio A postolica Hippolyti, 2-3: ed. Bottep. 26-30.

(57) Cfr. textus examinis in initio consecratioaf@scopalis, et Oratio in fine vissae eiusdem
consecrationis, post Te Deum.

(58) Benedictus XIV, Br. Romana Ecclesia, 5 ocb2,p 1: Bullarium Benedicti XIV, t. IV,
Romae, 1758, 21: . Episcopus Christi typum geritsgue munere fungitur. Pius XII, Litt.
Encycl. Mystici Corporis, 1. c., p. 211: . Assigossibi greges singuli singulos Christi nomine
pascunt et regunt.

(59) Leo XllI, Epist. Encycl. Satis cognitum, 29iuL896: ASS 28 (1895-96) p. 732. Idem,
Epist. Officio sanctissimo, 22 dec. 1887: AAS 2881) p. 264. Pius IX itt. Apost. ad
Episcopol Geraniae, 12 mart. 1875, et alloc. ondiStmart. 187S: Denz. 112-3117, in nova
ed. tantum.

(60) Conc. Vat. |, Const. dogm. Pastor aeternuBediz. 1828 ( 3061) . Cfr. Relatio Zinelli:
Mand 1 2, 1114 D.

(61) Cfr. S. Ignatius M., ad ephes. 5, 1: ed. Funk, 216.

(62) Cfr. S. Ignatius M., ad phes. 6, 1: cd. Fuph, 218.
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(63) Cfr. Conc. Trid., Sess. 23, sacr. Ordinis, @penz. 958 (1765), et can. 6: Denz. 966
(1776).

(64) Cfr. Innocentius |, Epist. d Decentium: PL 884 A; sansi 3, 1029; Denz. 98 (215):
Presbyteri, licet secundi sint sa erdotcs, potifis tamen api em non habent.. S. Cyprianus,
Epist. 61, 3: ed. Hartel, p. 696.

(65) Cfr. Conc. Trid., I. c., Denz. 962-968 (176B878), et in specie | an. 7: Denz. 967 (1777).
Pius I ll, Const. Apost. Sacramentum ordinis: D&t801 (38S7-61).

(66) Cfr. Innocentius I, 1. c. S. Gregorius NazooR Il, 22: PGS, 432 B. Ps.-Dionysius, Eccl.
ier., 1,2: PG 3,372 D.

(67) Cfr. Conc. Trid., Sess. 22: Denz. 940 (17#3)s XIlI, Litt. Encycl. Mediator Dei, 20 nov.
1947: AAS 39 (1947) p. 553; Denz. 2300 (3850).

(68) Cfr. Conc. Trid. Sess. 22: Denz. 938 (1739-@@nc. Vat.ll, Const. De Sacra Liturgia, n.
7etn. 47.

(69) Cfr. Pius XIlI, Litt. Encycl. Mediator Dei, &., sub. n. 67.

(70) Cfr. S. Cyprianus, Epist. 11, 3: PL 4, 242Hatel, 1I, 2, p. 497.
(71) Ordo consecrationis sacerdotalis, in imposéigestimentorum.
(72) Ordo consecrationis sacerdotalis in praefation

(73) Cfr. S. Ignatius M. Philad. 4: ed. Funk, 1266. S. Cornelius |, apud S. Cyprianum,
Epist. 48, 2: Hartel, 1ll, 2, p. 610.

(74) Constitutiones Ecclesiac aegyptiacae, lle@®:Funk, Didascalia, Il, p. 103. Statuta Eccl.
Ant. 371: Mansi 3, 954.

(75) S. Polycarpus, Ad Phil. 5, 2: ed. Funk, I3@0: Christus dicitur . omnium diaconus
factus .. Cfr. Didache, 15, 1: ib., p. 32. S.IgnsatM. Trall. 2, 3: ib., p. 242. Constitutiones
Apostolorum, 8, 28, 4: ed. Funk, Didascalia, 580.

Chapter IV
(1) S. Augustinus, Serm. 340, 1: PL 38, 1483.

(2) Cfr. Pius Xl, Litt. Encycl. Quadragesimo anrorhaii 1931: AAS 23 (1931) p. 121 s. Pius
XIl, Alloc. De quelle consolation, 14 oct. 1951: 8A13 (1951) p. 790 s.

(3) Cfr. Pius XIlI, Alloc. Six ans se sont ecoulgyct. 19S7: AAS 49 (19S7) p. 927. De
mandato et missione canonica, cfr. Decretum De #gbatsi laicorum, cap. 1V, n. 16, cum
notis 12 et 15.

(4) Ex Praefatione festi Christi Regis.

(5) Cfr. Leo XIll, Epist. Encycl. Immortale Dei,rdov. 188S: ASS 18 (188S) p. 166 ss. Idem,
Litt. Encycl. Sapientae christianae, 10 ian. 18898S 22 (1889-90) p. 397 ss. Pius XII, Alloc.
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Alla vostra filfale. 23 mart. 19S8: AAS SO (145R.)220: la legittima sana laicita dello Stato

(6) Cod. lur. Can., can. 682.

(7) Cfr. Pius XIlI, Alloc. De quelle consolation, d., p. 789: Dans les batailles decisives, c'est
parfois du front que partent les plus heureusésgiivies..Idem Alloc. L'importance de la
presse catholique, 17 febr. 1950: AAS 42 (195@56.

(8) Cfr. I Thess. S, 19 et 1 lo. 4, 1.

(9) Epist. ad Diogneum, 6: ed. Funk, I, p. 400. Gfrlo.Chrysostomus, In Matth. Hom. 46
(47) 2: PG 58, 78, de fermento in massa.

Chapter V

(1) Missale Romanum, Gloria in excelsis. Cfr. Lc3%; Mc. 1, 24, Lc. 4, 34; lo. 6, 69 (ho
hagios tou theou); Act. 3, 14; 4, 27 et 30;HebR6&,1 lo. 2, 20; Apoc. 3, 7.

(2) Cfr. Origenes, Comm. Rom. 7, 7: PG 14, 112P®- Macarius, De Oratione, 11: PG 34,
861 AB. S. Thomas, Summa Theol. lI-Il, g. 184, .a. 3

(3) Cfr. S. Augustinus Retract. Il, 18: PL 32, @ ius XII Litt. Encycl. Mystici Corporis, 29
iun. 1943: AAS 35 (1943) p. 225.

(4) Cfr. Pius Xl, Litt. Encycl. Rerum omnium, 261al923: AAS 15 (1923) p. 50 ct pp. 59-60.
Litt. Encycl. Casti Connubii, 31 dec. 1930: AAS @®30) p. 548. Pius XIlI, Const. Apost.
Provida Mater, 2 febr. 1947: AAS 39 (1947) p. 1Alfoc. Annus sacer, 8 dec. 1950: AAS 43
(1951) pp. 27-28. Alloc. Nel darvi, 1 iul. 1956: AA8 (1956) p. 574 s.

(5) Cfr. S. Thomas, Summa Theol. II-Il, g. 1845at 6. De perf . vitae spir., c. 18. Origenes,
InIs. Hom. 6, 1: PG 13, 239.

(6) Cfr. S. Ignatius M., Magn. 13, 1: ed. Funkp.l241.

(7) Cfr. S. Pius X, Exhort. Haerent animo, 4 al@0& ASS 41 (1908) p. 560 s. Cod. lur.
Can., can. 124. Pius Xl, Litt. Encycl. Ad cathobkacerdotii, 20 dec. 1935: AAS 28 (1936) p.
22 s.

(8) Ordo consecrationis sacerdotalis, in Exhortegimitiali.
(9) Cfr. S. Ignatius M., Trall. 2, 3: cd. Funkpl, 244.
(10) Cfr. Pius XIlI, Alloc. Sous la maternclle protien, 9 dec. 1957: AAS 50 (19S8) p. 36.

(11) Pius XI, Litt. Encycl. Castf Connubii, 31 dd@30. AAS 22 (1930) p. 548 s. Cfr. S. lo
Chrysostomus, In Ephes. Hom. 20, 2: P. 62, 136 ss.

(12) Cfr. S. Augustinus, Enchir. 121, 32: PL 40 288Thomas Summa Theol. II-Il, g. 184, a.
1. Pius XII, Adhort. Apost. Menti nostrae, 23 sef@50: AAS 42 (1950) p. 660.

(13) De consiliis in genere, cfr. Origenes, CommrRR X, 14: PG 14 127S B. S. Augustinus,
De S. Viginitate, 15, 15: PL 40, 403. S. Thomasn8wa Theol. I-Il, g. 100, a. 2 C (in fine);
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I-1l, g. 44, a. 4 ad 3

(14) De praestantia sacrae virginitatis, cfr. Tiemus, Exhort. Cast. 10: PL 2, 925 C. S.
Cyprianus, Hab. Virg. 3 et 22: PL 4, 443 B et 461AAS. Athanasius (?), De Virg.: PG 28,
252 ss. S. lo. Chrysostomus, De Virg.: PG 48, 533 u

(15) De spirituali paupertate et oboedientia testiia praccipua S.Scripturae et Patrum
afferuntur in Relatione pp. 152-153.

(16) De praxi effectiva consiliorum quae non omsilmponitur, cfr. S. lo. Chrysostomus, In
Matth. Hom. 7, 7: PG S7, 8 | s. 5. Ambrosius, Ddws, 4, 23: PL 16, 241 s.

Chapter VI

(1) Cfr. Rosweydus, Vigae Patrum, Antwerpiae 1898phtegmata Patrum: PG 65.
Palladius, Historia Lausiaca: PG 34, 995 ss.; e@®ufler, Cambridge 1898 (1904). Pius XI,
Const. Apost. Umbratilem, 8 iul. 1924: AAS 16 (19p4. 386-387. Pius XII, Alloc. Nous
sommes heureux, 11 apr.1958: AAS 50 (1958) p. 283.

(2) Paulus VI, Alloc. Magno gaudio, 23 maii 1964A8.56 (1964) p. 566.

(3) Cfr. Cod. lur. Can., c. 487 et 488, 40. Piuk Klloc. Annus sacer, 8 dec. 1950, AAS 43
(1951) p. 27 s. Pius XIl, Cons. Apost. Provida MaeFebr. 1947: AAS 39 (1947) p. 120 ss.

(4) Paulus VI, 1. c., p. S67.

(5) Cfr. S. Thomas, Summa Theol. II-1l, g. 1843a&t q. 188, a. 2. S. Bonaventura, Opusc. X,
Apologia Pauperum, c. 3, 3: cd. Opera, Quaracchi, 1898, p. 245 a.

(6) Cfr. Conc. Vat. I. Schema De Ecclesia Christp. XV, et Adnot. 48: Mansi 51, 549 s. et
619 s. Leo XIIl, Epist. Au milieu des consolatio@8,dec. 1900: AAS 33 (1900-01) p. 361.
Pius XlI, Const. Apost. Provida Mater, 1. c., p431

(7) Cfr. Leo XIIl, Const. Romanos Pontifices, 8 mia881: AAS 13 (1880-81) p. 483. Pius
XIl, Alloc. Annus sacer, 8 dec. 1950: AAS 43(19%1p8 8.

(8) Cfr. Pius XIlI, Alloc. Annus sacer, 1. c., p..Hus Xll, Const. Apost. Sedes Sapientiae, 31

maii 19S6: AAS 48 (1956) p. 355. Paulus VI, 1pp, 570-571.
(9) Cfr. Pius Xl Litt. Encycl. Mystici Corporis,iun. 1943: AAS 35 (1943) p. 214 s.

(10) Cfr. Pius XIlI, Alloc. Annus sacer, 1. c., 2. Alloc. Sous la maternelle protecrion, 9 dec.
19S7: AAS 50 (19S8) p. 39 s.

Chapter Vi
(1) Conc. Florentinum, Decretum pro Graecis: D&®8 (1305).

(2) Praeter documenta antiquiora contra quamldrehdm evocationis spirituum inde ab
Alexandro IV (27 sept. 1958), cfr Encycl. S.S.G#icii, De magne tismi abusu, 4 aug. 1856:
AAS (1865) pp. 177-178, Denz. 1653 1654 (2823-28&sponsioner S.S.C.S. Offici, 24 apr.
1917: 9 (1917) p. 268, Denz. 218 (3642).
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(3) Videatur synthetiea espositi huius doctrinaglipae in: Piu XII, Litt. Encycl. Mystici
Corporis AAS 35 (1943) p. 200 et passilr

(4) Cfr.,i. a., S. Augustinus, Enarr. in Ps. 85, RL 37, 1095 S. Hieronymus, Liber contra
Vigl lantium, b: PL 23, 344. S. Thomas In 4m Setit45, . 3, a. 2. Bonaventura, In 4m
Sent., d. 45, a. 3, q. 2; etc.

(5) Cfr. Pius XlI, Litt. Encycl. Mystici CorporisAAS 35 (1943) p. 245.

(6) Cfr. Plurimae inseriptione in Catacumbis ronsani

(7) Cfr. Gelasius I, Decretalis De libris recipied: PL 59, 160, Denz. 165 (353).
(8) Cfr. S. Methodius, Symposion, VII, 3: GCS (Baztseh), p. 74

(9) Cfr. Benedictus XV, Decretum approbationisutuim in Causa beatificationis et
canonizationis Servi Dei loannis Nepomuecni Neum&#s 14 (1922 p. 23; plures
Allocutiones Pii X de Sanetis: Inviti all'croismadeorsi... t. I-lll, Romae 1941-1942, passim;
Pius XII, Discorsi Radiomessagi, t. 10, 1949, pp437

(10) Cfr. Pius XlI, Litt. Encycl : Mediator Dei: A8 39 (1947) p . 581.

(11) Cfr. Hebr. 13, 7: Eccli 44-50, Nebr. 11, 3@. etia Pius XII, Litt. Encycl. Mediati Dei:
AAS 39 (1947) pp. 582-583

(12) Cfr. Cone. Vaticanum Const. De fide catholeap. 3 Denz. 1794 (3013).
(13) Cfr. Pius XII, Litt. Encycl. Mystici CorporisAAS 35 (1943) p. 216.

(14) Quoad gratitudinem erga ipsos Sanctos, cfidiéhl, Inscriptiones latinae christianae
vereres, 1, Berolini, 1925, nn. 2008 2382 et passim

(15) Conc. Tridentinum, Sess. 25, De invocatiorganctorum: Denz. 984 (1821) .
(16) Breviarium Romanum, Invitatorium infesto Samam Omnium.

(17) Cfr. v. g., 2 Thess. 1, 10.

(18) Conc. Vaticanum I, Const. De Sacra Liturgiap. 5, n. 104.

(19) Canon Missae Romanae.

(20) Conc. Nicaenum Il, Act. VII: Denz. 302 (600).

(21) Conc. Florentinum, Decretum pro Graecis: D&93 (1304).

(22) Conc. Tridentinum Sess. 35, De invocationegvatione et reliquiis Sanctorum et sacris
imaginibus: Denz. 984-988 (1821-1824); Sess. 2%r&em de Purgatorio: Denz. 983 (1820);
Sess. 6, Decretum de iustificatione, can. 30: D84@.(1580).

(23) Ex Praefatione, aliquious dioecesibus concessa

(24) Cfr. S. Petrus Canisius, Catechismus MaiorSasguma Doctrinae christianae, cap. lll
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(ed. crit. F. Streicher) pas I, pp. 15-16, n. 4p@t100-101, n. 49.
(25) Cfr. Conc. Vaticanum Il Const. De Sacra Litargap. 1 n. 8.
Chapter VI

(1) Credo in Missa Romana: Symbolum Constantintgrmlim: Mansi 3, 566. Cfr. Conc.
Ephesinum, ib. 4, 1130 (necnon ib. 2, 665 et 41),0Zonc. Chalcedonense, ib. 7, 111-116;
Cow. Constantinopolitanum I, ib. 9, 375-396.

(2) Canon Missae Romanae.
(3) S. Augustine, De S. Virginitate. 6: PL 40, 399.
(4) Cfr. Paulus Pp. VI, allocutio in Concilio, ddedec. 1963: AAS 56 (1964) p. 37.

(5) Cfr. S. Germanus Const., Nom. in annunt. DeipaPG 98, 328 A; In Dorm. 2: col. 357.
Anastasius Antioch., Serm. 2 de Annunt., 2: PG189,7 AB; Serm. 3, 2: col. 1388 C. S.
Andrcas Cret. Can. in B. V. Nat. 4: PG 97, 1321rBB. V. Nat., 1: col. 812 A. Hom. in dorm.
1: col. 1068 C. - S. Sophronius, Or. 2 in Annub8;, PG 87 (3), 3237 BD.

(6) S. Irenaeus, Adv. Hacr. lll, 22, 4: PG 7, 9S%arvey, 2, 123.
(7) S. Irenaeus, ib.; Harvey, 2, 124.
(8) S. Epiphanius, Nacr. 78, 18: PG 42, 728 CD; AB9

(9) S. Hieronymus, Epist. 22, 21: PL 22, 408. SfrAugwtinus, Serm. Sl, 2, 3: PL 38, 33S;
Serm. 232, 2: col. 1108. - S. Cyrillus Hieros.,écat 12, 15: PG 33, 741 AB. - S. lo.
Chrysostomus, In Ps. 44, 7: PG SS, 193. - S. Imd3acnus, Nom. 2 in dorm. B.M.V., 3: PG
96, 728.

(10) Cfr. Conc. Lateranense anni 649, Can. 3: Ma@sil151. S. Leo M., Epist. ad Flav.: PL
S4, 7S9. - Conc. Chalcedonense: Mansi 7, 462Antbrosius, De inst. virg.: PL 16, 320.

(11) Cfr. Pius XIlI, Litt. Encycl. Mystici Corpori9 iun. 1943: AAS 35 (1943) pp. 247-248.
(12) Cfr. Pius IX, Bulla Ineffabilis 8 dec. 1854:ta Pii IX, I, I, p. 616; Denz. 1641 (2803).

(13) Cfr. Pius XIll, Const. Apost. Munificensissimusno. 1950: AAS 42 (1950) u Denz. 2333
(3903). Cfr. S. lo. Damascenus, Enc. in dorm. Reitgcis, Hom. 2 et 3: PG 96, 721-761,
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